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FEBRUARY DIARY

7 15.15 A Service of Music and Readings for Candlemas
17 17.45 Ash Wednesday
Eucharist
20 DIT Graduations
Cathedral Closed

FEBRUARY PRAYER

February 2nd is the Feast of Saint Brigid. She epidted in the clerestory east
window of the Cathedral by Clayton and Bell; th&,gn 1901, of Lord Iveagh.

Behold now praise the Lord all ye servants of tbedt_ye that by night stand in
the house of the Lord, even in the courts of thesef our God(Psalm 134: 1-2)

Almighty God,

by your grace Brigid, kindled by the fire of yoavk,
became a shining light in your Church in this land;
inflame us with your love,

inspire us by her example;

that we may ever shine before you as childrengbit]i
through Jesus Christ our Lorimen.

CM

DEANERY ENTERTAINING
The following were entertained to lunch on Chrissniaay: Mr & Mrs Peter
Barley, Mr Desmond Barry, Miss Rosemary Craig, Der&d Morgan, and Mr
John Redmill.

The following were entertained to lunch on 30 Jayuadd.E. the Austrian
Ambassador, H.E. the Swedish Ambassador, Mr Briagl&; Professor Ronan
Fanning, Mr Scott Hayes, Ambassador & Mrs Ljunoddhis Siobhan Keogh and
Mr James O’Reilly.
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CELEBRATION FOR THE COOMBE
On Saturday 6 March 2010@elebration for the Coombe fundraising concert to
raise funds towards the purchase of a Lumbar Pum&umilator Mk2and point of
care theatre monitoring and diagnostic equipmerill, take place. This vital
equipment will make a real difference to patiemeca

The Seafield Singers will once again join forceghwihe Cathedral Choir,
orchestra and soloists to perform MozBequiem HaydnTe Deum Finzi Dies
natalis and HaydnCello Concerto in CIt proves to be a wonderful musical
evening.

Tickets are now available for this event and are &2d €20 (concession or online)
subject to booking fee where appropriate. Paymemirédit card may be made via
the Cathedral website (under the shop headingy ¢elbphone from the Cathedral
office. Tickets will also be available in the Caln& gift shop for purchase by
either cash or credit card.

Patron packages are also available at a cost &f €llfject to a small booking fee.
The package includes two priority seated tickedsniasion to a wine reception in
the Deanery and inclusion in the list of patrongha programme. These tickets
can be obtained onljia the web or the Cathedral office. Please contazalieth
Lowrie at the Cathedral office for further inforruat.

BIBLE SOCIETIES RESPOND TO HAITI EARTHQUAKE
The earthquake on 12 January 2010 has left morelt®@,000 people sleeping on
the streets; many have lost relatives and frieidsnes. The lack of reliable
electricity supply means that people do not stooglfso there is a lack of food and
safe drinking water. The Haiti Bible Society stafife all safe but, like other
Haitians, they lack food and water essentials amaesrequire medication.

The Dominican Republic Bible Society is organisiagshipment of food and
medicines to the border where the staff of the iHAible Society can take
delivery; the Canadian Bible Society has undertakanslation of appropriate
Scriptures into Creole; The Bible Society in Bragilprinting French Bibles. We
know that people have already been generous im siogiport for the people of
Haiti but if you would like to contribute to the e Societies’ Haiti Fund please
send donations to Haiti, National Bible Society Icfland, 41 Dawson Street,
Dublin 2. (cheques should be made payabRildde Society,
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NEW ADMINISTRATOR
The Cathedral Board is pleased to announce thargppnt of Mr Hugh St Leger
to the post of Cathedral Administrator in succassmMr Scott Hayes.

Mr St Leger is currently employed by the Dublin gort Authority. He is a
parishioner of St Mary’s, Navan, of which Canon Rldblarke, Prebendary of
Tipper on the Cathedral chapter, is rector.

Mr St Leger will take up his appointment on 2 A@D10. We look forward to
welcoming him to the staff.

MARK BOWYER
At the end of January we said goodbye to Mark Bowwée thank Mark for all he
has done during his time here and wish him weltierfuture.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL NEWS
Open Day on 18 December was a great success. Thbelsgas filled with many
current and prospective parents and pupils who yedjothe large range of
performances, activities, displays and demonstration offer. It was also an
opportunity for prospective parents to talk to euntr students and parents and
obtain their views of the school. The feedback Iesn extremely positive. | am
particularly grateful to members of our Parents'sdgation who gave up their
time to supply tea, coffee and chat for the visit@ome photographs of the Open
Day may be viewed on our websitenat/w.stpatrickscgs.ie

Open Day was followed by our Christmas Carol Senaad Prize Distribution.
The speaker was Mr Barry Andrews, T.D., Minister fohildren and Youth
Affairs. By the end of the proceedings all theffsteere ready for their well
earned Christmas lunch!

During the month of January representatives of Rmtunda Hospital Sexual
Assault Unit spoke to Transition Year students a$ pof their SPHE programme;
there will be a meeting for parents of Form 6 stusi@bout third level courses and
opportunities and the CAO application process imi@aar; some members of our
Board of Management will attend a training course ‘€hild Protection
Guidelines’ and the Past Choristers’ and PastI®ufsssociation Annual Table
Quiz will take place in Faugh’'s GAA Club, Tempelegu
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On 4 February there were meetings of parents wilchers of Forms 4 and 5 at
1.15pm. Transition Year students are currently ti@gig rehearsals for their
musical ‘The Little Shop of Horrors’ that will beedgormed on Wednesday 10 and
Thursday 11 February in the Grammar School. Thisicailiis always one of the
highlights of the year and not to be missed! Fuoilg half term they have two
weeks work experience starting on 22 February.aduamnd Leaving Certificate
students are preparing for their ‘mock’ examinasitimat also begin on Monday 22
February. The Past Choristers’ and Past Pupils'uahReunion Dinner will take
place on Saturday 27 March at 7.00pm. For moreildgikease see their page in
the school website.

| am delighted to report that Andrew was discharfyean hospital in time to
spend Christmas with his family. He is making ebargl progress and we are
hoping to see him back in the Grammar School leefoo long.

Sylvia Hick

REPRISE

Dr Harry Grindle’s recently-published autobiograpReprise — An
Irish church musicianooks backis now on sale (price: €15) at the
Cathedral bookshop. In the course of a distinguistezeer, Harry
. Grindle has been active as an organist, conduobonposer, teacher
® and scholar: his volume ohlish Cathedral Music(1989) being
widely regarded as definitive. He was Organist & skéa of the

: ~| Choristers at St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast 1964761 maintaining
hlgh musical standards despite the infamous “Tresibivhich were at their height
during the latter half of this period. On a numbéroccasions over the years he
has directed his choirs in concerts and serviceSaimt Patrick’s Cathedral. His
achievements have been recognised in the awardintheo MBE by Queen
Elizabeth in 2009 and he is thought to be the fnish musician to have been
conferred with the Lambeth degree of Doctor of Muby the Archbishop of
Canterbury (2005).

Reprise,which is receiving very favourable reviews, shoalgpeal to all those
with an interest in the music of the church.
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PETER BARLEY
The gentlemen of the choir gave a dinner in thenBgain honour of Mr Peter
Barley the retiring organist and master of the ters. Mr Ben Barnes, the senior
lay vicar, made a presentation and the Precerdorsgdoke.

MRS BETTY CLARKE
We regret to read of the death of Mrs Betty Clatketil she entered Saint Mary’s
Home she was a regular worshipper in the Cathedis. widow of Minchin
Clarke, a former member of the Cathedral Board, glaeed a statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and Christ-child in the Lady &el in his memory. By her
will she left a legacy of €10,000 to the Cathedral.

ANGELA BLUME
The Cathedral wishes to acknowledge a legacy ofO&D0from the will of Ms.
Angela Blume. We are most grateful for the recefghis legacy.

CAROL SINGING
As is customary in the lead-up to Christmas, theriskers went ‘out and about’
carol singing around Dublin on a few occasions @ac&mber.

On Saturday 12 December, the boys sang carols mmléyas Toy Shop in
Dundrum Town Centre. This is the first time thagyhhad been there to sing
carols, although we had visited Hamley’s earliethia year at Eastertide for some
Easter music. The carols were much appreciatethdypers young and old.

The boys then had a quick turn around to be batkeaCathedral for the ‘Come
and Sing’ Carols at 6pm.

On the afternoon of Wednesday 16 December, the iveys asked to sing at a
special Christmas party f@ne Familyin Dublin Castle.
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE REVD DR MAURICE ELLIOTON1 O
JANAURY 2010
In the annual cycle of life at the Theological lnge we are about to hit the
curacy interviews and | was reminded of the stdra young deacon who was
asked by his rector to go and do some visits imcallnursing home. When he got
there he soon realised that one rather elderly tedlynot fully recognised the fact
that he had come from the local parish church. Heéressed her as follows:
‘Excuse me do you not know who | am?’ She lookeMdit rather quizzically and
said ‘Son, | have that problem too. Don’t worry abi, go and see the matron and
she will tell you who you are’.

Identity and self-understanding are part and pastevho we all are. One of the

difficulties of advancing years is that some pedphgically loose that awareness
of self. However, the greater point this morningsinbe that in order for other

people to get to know us in the first place thegnzd simply resort to hearsay,
Facebookor any other media: ultimately each one of us nohstose to disclose

who we are, and on the basis of that self disc&wnds of affection, friendship

and community can be established.

All of which bring us to the heart of this new seasn the Church calendar, the
season of Epiphany. After the waiting and antiegrabf Advent, and following
the wonder and joy of Christmas, Epiphany confifimsus the fullness of who
Jesus really is, and nowhere is that more clea&nghan in the account of his
baptism. The context of the verses read earlienflrake chapter 3 is that John the
Baptist has been sent as a forerunner to preparwaly for the Messiah and it is
fascinating how, even from John’s own messageetiseno doubt but that the One
coming after him would be the Lord himself, ‘I beyet with water, He will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and fire’ — who else coudtb that but Yahweh? ‘His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, he will gather thén@at into his granary but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire’ — whaelmight that point to but the
one who rightful judge of all the earth?

The scene is set. And so, as Jesus arrives tohiakglace, he then chooses to
undergo John’s baptism, not in order for him toresp repentance-for what sins
did the sinless one need to repent? No, the bapteggpens as an opportunity for
this great moment of testimony to who Jesus raslly
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The heavens are opened, the Holy Spirit descentedily form like a dove and

the voice from heaven declares in unmistakable gefviou are my Son, the

beloved and with you | am well pleased’. In contitasthe misguided children of

Abraham with whom John has been dealing, here we bH# true Son and that
analogy towards the old covenant is reinforcedh®sy very fact of Jesus passing
through the waters of the river Jordan, just aaelshad done in entering the
promised land.

| would imagine we all have our own views as to ithentity of Jesus Christ: a
good man, a great teacher, one of the most signifiigures in human history.
Can any of those do justice to that with which we eonfronted here? He is the
Lord, he is the hoped-for redeemer, this is Godragabhis people.

But then secondly, not only do we discover here Wasus is, if we look more
closely at the words of God the Father it is alszldsed to us the reason why he
has come. The reference in the first part of v&2as to Psalm 2 (one of the
Messianic Psalms), however in the second part trelsvare taken directly from
Isaiah 42: 1 (the song of the suffering servany we put these together, we begin
to realise that the one who has been promisedJissiah, is also the one who is
willing to undergo rejection and suffering. Thegsea why Jesus has come is not
to live his life, but in fact supremely to lay dovams life. Everything about his
birth, his baptism and his ministry which is abdot unfold would find its
fulfilment in his death upon the cross and as @lanspeople, every time we
gather, we celebrate what he has done for us.

A few years ago a well-known bishop was asked endbntext of a public debate
if he could explain the difference between religaomd Christianity. The two are so
regularly conflated and confused. After a mometitgsught he answered ‘I will
tell you the difference-human religion is spelt D(Ds all about what | try to do, |
try to be a good person, | try to be a kind neighbd try to make myself
acceptable to God). Christianity is spelt D.O.NaEthe heart of the gospel is not
what we do but rather what God in Christ has done$.

So we are reminded of who Jesus is, of why he bascand we are brought
finally in these verses to the only appropriatgooese, which is also seen in the
words of John ‘one more powerful that | is comih@m not worthy to untie the
thong of his sandal.’
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Allow me, as | finish, to share with you one fumth@ackground detail. In the

world of the first century slaves and slavery waneaccepted norm. According to
custom if you owned a slave you could expect thatesto do almost anything,

except for one thing. Even in such a culture it wassidered beneath common
decency to demand a slave to untie the thong of gyandals, and that knowledge
makes these words of John the Baptist even morarkaile. Referring to the

One coming he says, with regard to him, ‘I am notthy to do the one thing

which even a slave could never be expected to 8oth lowliness, such self

abasement, and if John as the last and greatdst ime of the prophets needed to
say that, how much more ought we not to humbleadues before this Christ who

discloses himself to us as our deliver, our Kind aar God.

Prayer (from théMozarabic Sacramenta)y

We pray thee almighty God open the hearts of thopfeeto thy law and give us

humility to receive thy truth. Whatever our mortahgue hath uttered for the
salvation of souls do thou, O Lord, in thy mercykemacceptable. Speak thou from
Heaven and give us life so that together we maydumnted worthy to attain

unharmed thy Son, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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CANONS IN RESIDENCE

February 7 The Revd K.J. Smyth Prebendary of Wigklo

February 14 The Revd V.G. Stacey Prebendary of ldayn

February 21 The Revd D. Williams Prebendary of Tghan

February 28 The Revd J.O. Mann Prebendary of Cltimemne

Services: Monday to Friday

09.40 Sung Matin&uring school term)

11.05 Holy Eucharis{said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Saints’ Days)

17.45 Choral Evensong

Services: Saturday

11.05 Holy Eucharigsaid in the Lady Chapel)

Services: Sunday

8.30 ) Holy Eucharigfsaid in the Lady Chapel)

11.15 Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins

15.15 Choral Evensong

Cathedral Contacts:

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 | 4532947
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472)
Administrator: Vacant

Cathedral Supervisor: Mr Gavan Woods (475 4817)
Verger/Assistant Supervisor:Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817)
Cathedral Office:

Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey

Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart

Acting Organist and Master of the Choristers:Mr Mark Duley
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir. Mr David Leigh
(475 3298)

Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374
E-mail: info@stpatrickscathedral.ie

website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie

Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub
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