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��� �  MARCH DIARY 
 
6 20.00 Celebration for the Coombe concert 
17 08.30 

10.45 
The Eucharist as Gaelige 

Saint Patrick’s Day Eucharist 
Preacher: The Rt Revd G.H. Cassidy, B.Sc., M.Phil., 

formerly Bishop of Southwell  
27 19.30 Past Choristers’ Reunion Dinner 

 
 
��� �  MARCH PRAYER 
 
17 March is Saint Patrick’s Day. The first installation ceremony of the Knights of 
Saint Patrick took place on this day in 1783. 
A window in the north transept depicts King Cormac of Cashel, ‘bishop, warrior 
and scribe’. He wears a helmet and chain mail armour. 
‘Put on the full armour provided by God, so that you may be able to stand firm…’ 
(Ephesians 6: 11) 
 
Almighty God 
clothe us in your heavenly armour 
that we may stand firm in faith. 
Inspire us with your holy Word 
and defend us with the helmet of salvation, 
that we may win the crown of victory by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
CM 
 
 
��� �  SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 
The preacher at the Sung Eucharist service on Saint Patrick’s Day at 10.45 will be 
The Rt Revd G. H. Cassidy, B.Sc., M. Phil., formerly Bishop of Southwell. The 
Girls’ Choir and the Gentlemen of the choir will feature in a special service for 
Saint Patrick’s Day to be broadcast at 10.45 on RTÉ Radio 1. We are grateful to 
RTÉ staff for the generous coverage they give to us throughout the year. 
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��� �  CELEBRATION FOR THE COOMBE 
On Saturday 6 March 2010 Celebration for the Coombe, a fund raising concert to 
raise funds towards the purchase of a Lumbar Puncture Similator Mk2 and point of 
care theatre monitoring and diagnostic equipment, will take place. This vital 
equipment will make a real difference to patient care. 
 
The Seafield Singers will once again join forces with the Cathedral Choir, 
orchestra and soloists to perform Mozart Requiem, Haydn Te Deum, Finzi Dies 
natalis and Haydn Cello Concerto in C. It proves to be a wonderful musical 
evening. 
 
Tickets are now available for this event and cost €25 and €20 (concession or 
online) subject to booking fee where appropriate. Payment by credit card may be 
made via the Cathedral website (under the shop heading) or by telephone from the 
Cathedral office. Tickets will also be available in the Cathedral gift shop for 
purchase by either cash or credit card. 
 
Patron packages are also available at a cost of €100 subject to a small booking fee. 
The package includes two priority seated tickets, admission to a wine reception in 
the Deanery and inclusion in the list of patrons in the programme. These tickets 
can be obtained only via the web or the Cathedral office.  Please contact Elizabeth 
Lowrie at the Cathedral office for further information. 
 
��� �  HAITI DISASTER 
 
The recent Cathedral collection raised €868. This, together with €1,000 from the 
Christmas Eve collection, has been sent to Christian Aid who are working in Haiti. 
Christian Aid have written to us: “As well as meeting the immediate needs of 
survivors, this donation will be vital in helping people who have suddenly lost 
everything to rebuild their lives as quickly as possible and help them to be less 
vulnerable to future disasters”. 
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��� �  GRAMMAR SCHOOL NEWS 
 
We welcomed three new pupils this term, Martin Burke into Form two and 
Hannah Olliffe and Timothee Herisson in Form four. Sam McDonald will be 
rejoining us after half-term and we welcome him too. Andrew Doherty is 
continuing to make an excellent recovery. He has made several visits into school 
to see his friends. Andrew hopes to rejoin his classmates in the next couple of 
weeks. 
 
Five of our students have been accepted as Martin Scholars in the Cathedral Choir 
recently. This is a tremendous honour and achievement for them. To see past boy 
choristers returning to the Cathedral as ‘men’ is most rewarding and bodes well for 
the future of the Cathedral Choir. Twenty-two Grammar School students are 
currently members of the two Cathedral Choirs. 
 
Transition year students performed their annual musical in mid-February. This 
year the production was The Little Shop of Horrors. The talent displayed is 
remarkable and, as usual, it played to packed houses on both nights. 
 
On the academic front examination candidates are busy completing project and 
coursework components for the Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate 
examinations. Our prayers will be with them as they begin their ‘Mock’ 
examinations immediately after half-term. At the same time Transition Year 
students will begin two weeks work experience. 
 
Sylvia Hick 
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��� �  FLOORED! 
During the recent icy and snowy conditions several tons of the salt and grit that 
were spread on the pavements arrived in the Cathedral free of charge, courtesy of 
people’s shoes. The abrasive qualities were good for grip outdoors, but not so good 
for the Cathedral floor, so a cleaning job was instigated. This project involved the 
removal of all the chairs in the nave, and once they had been removed there was a 
spectacular, energetic display of cleaning. When we stood back to mop our brow 
and admire the result we were struck by the fact that the floor in the nave is very 
pleasing to the eye. As a result of this sudden flash of inspiration we decided that, 
for an experimental period, the chairs would be removed from the nave on week-
days and replaced for Sunday worship. Many of our visitors have commented on 
the combined beauty and colours of the tiles (now set off to even more stunning 
effect by the new nave lighting), and the grandeur of the open space. Most 
importantly we’ve noticed that our regular visitors, staff and volunteers are pleased 
with the effect. Yes, we’re all floored by the flawless quality of the floor… 
CM 

 
 
 
 

Spectacular! 
 

 

 

 
 

And clean! 
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��� �  SCOTT HAYES 
To mark Scott’s farewell as Administrator members of the office staff hosted a 
special farewell ‘event’ with a presentation to Scott late in the afternoon of his last 
day. Scott was a wonderful colleague, and we wish him well in his new post. His 
love of the Cathedral was made known in the way he worked so hard in everything 
he did here. We miss him. 
CM 
 
 
 
��� �  MARK DULEY 
Mark left us at the end of February after having served as acting Organist and 
Master of the Choristers in the period between the tenures of Peter Barley and 
Stuart Nicholson. In his two months’ work Mark made a significant contribution to 
the Cathedral’s musical life, and all of us have appreciated this very much. 
CM 
 
 
 
��� �  NEW CHORISTERS 
Two new choristers were admitted to the choir at Matins on Sunday 14 February. 
Ben Middleton and James McCormack were presented for admission by the 
Dean’s Vicar and were admitted to the choir by the Precentor. Both boys were 
presented with the customary personal copy of the Church Hymnal, and in addition 
received a copy of the recently published Chorister’s Companion, which is a 
useful book, produced by the Royal School of Church Music, containing lots of 
helpful information for new choristers.  
 
 
 
��� �  FAREWELL TO DANIEL AHERNE 
On Sunday 14 February we bade farewell to Daniel Aherne who served as a 
chorister from April 2006. In his time as a chorister Daniel visited Germany, 
Denmark and the UK on tours, as well as singing on tours in Ireland. And all this 
in addition to singing daily services here! We thank Daniel and his mother, Lisa, 
for all they have done for the choir. 
CM 
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��� �  SERMON PREACHED BY THE REVD CANON MICHAEL KENNEDY 
ON 31 JANUARY 2010. 
Luke 2:29 “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word”. 
 
The service of Choral Evensong, which we are taking part in this afternoon is one 
of the great glories of Anglican Christianity. Derived as it is from a conflation of 
the ancient offices of Vespers and Compline and blending wonderful words with 
great music it has enabled generations of worshippers to offer their evening 
devotion to Almighty God for four and a half centuries. Speaking personally, I 
look forward to it every Sunday afternoon, having during the morning had services 
in my own two little country churches, usually Morning Prayer, sometimes called 
Matins in one church and the Holy Communion, or Eucharist, in the other. After 
lunch I travel in to Armagh Cathedral in time for the choir practice and then take 
part in Choral Evensong as I have been doing Sunday by Sunday for thirty-five 
years. And then, of course, there is the twice yearly treat of being in residence here 
in Saint Patrick’s and attending Evensong daily, superbly sung as it always is, a 
particular highlight being the Gospel canticles Magnificat, Mary’s song, and Nunc 
Dimittis, the song of Simeon. 
 
If I draw attention to Nunc Dimittis this afternoon – and my text comes from the 
first words of it, it is because this is the nearest Sunday to the Presentation of 
Christ, designated as a Principal Holy Day of the Church in the Prayer Book and 
capable of being observed on this Sunday. Its importance is underlined by the 
direction that along with certain other very special occasions, “it is fitting that the 
Holy Communion be celebrated in every cathedral and in each parish church or in 
a church within a parochial union or group of parishes”. 
 
The Biblical event to which the observance refers is that to be found in the second 
chapter of St Luke’s Gospel in which, according to the Law of Moses the child 
Jesus was brought up to Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord – hence the title The 
Presentation of Christ. A traditional sub-title, no longer to be found in the Prayer 
Book, was The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin. In the ceremonial law of the 
Old Testament a woman was required to undergo a ceremony of purification after 
childbirth but this is not binding upon Christians and so even the sub-title which 
says “commonly called” has been discontinued. 
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What made the original Presentation of Christ memorable was the encounter 
between the infant Christ and two very elderly and very devout people, Simeon 
and Anna. Simeon is represented as one who was “looking for the consolation of 
Israel”, for the advent of the redemption promised by God to his people which had 
been long expected, and, according to Luke had received by revelation the 
assurance that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ, the 
Messiah, the Saviour and King. Inspired by the Spirit he came into the Temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said in words 
which when set to music have been used by the church in its prayers and praises 
for the greater part of its history, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word”. The language used is that of the manumission of a 
slave. The peace is peace with God for at this final stage in his life Simeon feels 
that he has achieved the fulfilment of all that he has looked for and prayed for – in 
a sense he has seen it with his own eyes – as represented in the person of the child 
Jesus. “For mine eyes have seen thy salvation… the salvation long prepared”. This 
was to be a piece of good news of universal significance intended as it was not 
only for the Lord’s own chosen people, Israel, but for the Gentiles, the non-Jews as 
well, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory to his people Israel. 
Anna was a prophetess, not so much a “foreteller” as a “forthteller” of the word of 
God. She was just as devout as Simeon, having spent the greater part of her life 
from the early death of her husband constantly in the House of God, the temple, 
worshipping with fasting and prayer night and day. We don’t have an inspired 
utterance ascribed to her as with Nunc Dimittis and Simeon, but Luke records that 
she gave thanks to God and spoke of the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
The word “canticle” comes form the Latin “canticulum” meaning a “little song” 
and is used particularly for passages of scripture which have been set to music and 
used for the purpose of giving praise to God. The 2004 edition of the Prayer Book 
has twenty-eight of them although some are duplicates in modern English. Some 
non-scriptural passages have traditionally been included, for example the Gloria in 
Excelsis inspired as it obviously is by the angels’ song at Bethlehem, and that great 
fourth century hymn Te Deum. But a special place among these and the many 
others that have been used and are used by the Christian church is held by those 
which are called the “Gospel” canticles because they come from within the 
Gospels themselves, specifically being found in St Luke’s Gospel. Benedictus, the 
song of Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist is traditionally the climax of the 
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evening office. In Anglican Evensong there is that wonderful balance between 
Magnificat after the Old Testament reading and Nunc Dimittis after the New. 
Truly, when we come to that part of Evensong, having heard the God’s written 
word read to us and taken it to heart it is appropriate for us to identify with what 
was first said by the aged Simeon when he beheld the child Jesus, “Lord, now 
lettest thou….now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace”…why? “For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation” we have with the eye of faith beheld that salvation as it is 
and was expressed in the person of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
And lest we should assume naively that believing in Jesus means that we will 
necessarily have a trouble-free existence we need to remember also the prophetic 
word spoken by Simeon after he said the words of what we call Nunc Dimittis. In a 
veiled reference to the opposition Jesus himself as an adult would encounter and 
the piercing sorrow that would be experienced by Mary at the foot of the cross he 
said specifically to Mary, “Behold this child is set for the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your 
own soul also). The faith we profess is one which brings a sense of fulfilment and 
peace, particularly in our times of prayer and praise when we come together as we 
have done this afternoon to worship almighty God. It is also a faith which is robust 
enough to cope with life’s difficulties, with frustration and opposition, and with 
sorrow and loss. It is capable of enabling us to face death itself as it did for Simeon 
when, having seen the Lord’s Christ for himself he was content to let go in some 
of the most beautiful words ever written and that have ever been sung. 
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CANONS IN RESIDENCE 
March 7                      The Revd P.H.A. Lawrence Prebendary of Monmohenock 
March 14                    The Revd I.M. Ellis Prebendary of Newcastle 
March 21                    The Revd J.P.O.Barry Prebendary of St. Audoen’s 
March 2 8                   The Ven. R. Warren Prebendary of Taney 
 
Services: Monday to Friday 
09.40   Sung Matins (during school term) 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesdays, 
    Thursdays, Saints’ Days and Festivals) 
17.45   Choral Evensong 
 
Service: Saturday 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 
Services: Sunday 
8.30   ` Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins 
15.15   Choral Evensong 
 
Cathedral Contacts: 
Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 / 453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Administrator: Vacant 
Cathedral Supervisor: Mr Gavan Woods (475 4817) 
Verger/Assistant Supervisor: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
 Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Stuart Nicholson 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh  
(475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 
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