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��� �  JUNE DIARY 
 
5 10.00 – 16.00 Pipeworks Organ Marathon 

 
6 18.30 – 20.00 

 
Pipeworks concert 

9 18.30 – 19.30 Vierne Symphony Series 
(Symphonies 2 & 3) Organist David Leigh 

12 10.30 – 11.30 
14.00 – 15.00 

Dean’s Gift Day 

13 15.15 Friends’ Festival Service and Garden Party 
 

23 18.30 – 19.30 Vierne Symphony Series 
(Symphony 5) Organist David Leigh 

 
 
 
 
 
��� �  JUNE PRAYER 
 
24 June is Saint John Baptist’s Day, three days after the summer solstice when the 
daylight hours begin to shorten. 
 
John said, ‘I am not the Messiah; I have been sent as his forerunner… He must 
grow greater, I must become less.’ (John 3: 28, 30) 
 
Lord Jesus, Messiah, 
help us to think humbly of ourselves 
after your forerunner’s example; 
that in serving others we may serve you, 
and bring them into your joyful service of perfect freedom; 
this we pray for your name’s sake. Amen. 
 
CM 
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��� �  RESURGAM: CONVIVIUM 
 
Sunday 5 June, 6.30pm. With Fiona Arnold harp, David Leigh organ, Mark Duley 
director. 
 

The title of Resurgam’s June concert might be used aptly for an up-market dining 
club; in fact, it alludes to the feast of Corpus Christi, which takes place two days 
before.  Much wonderful music has been written in honour of “the sacred feast”, as 
a vehicle for the colourful metaphysical poetry found in its liturgy. This hour-long 
programme is indeed a feast, with music from the sixteenth, nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, a variety of different vocal groupings, and the added richness 
of harp and organ.  
 

From the Renaissance come two very different approaches to the feast – the 
introvert intensity of recusant Catholicism in England as heard in motets by Byrd 
and Tallis, and the full-blooded continental exuberance of Victoria. These works 
then constitute a foil to the rich harmonic language and texture of French late-
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries, as heard in works by Fauré, Roger-
Ducasse and Messiaen. 
 

The programme concludes with Gerald Finzi’s Lo, the Full Final Sacrifice, 
presented in its original 1946 version for organ and choir. This extended festival 
anthem is a minor masterpiece of English twentieth century music and sets a text 
by Richard Crashaw, itself based on propers for the feast by Thomas Aquinas 
(some of which appear earlier in the programme). In contrast to the long 
polyphonic lines of the earlier works, here words and music have an intimate 
relationship, the syllabic flexibility of the vocal writing subtly resonating and 
amplifying the texts heard earlier, forming a fascinating counterpoint to the dark 
intimacy with which the programme begins.  
 

Convivium: a banquet of music with something for all tastes! (And there’s still 
time to go out for dinner afterwards….) 
 

Programme: 
 

Byrd: Ave verum corpus; Tallis: O sacrum convivium; Fauré: Ave verum corpus 
(Op 65); Roger-Ducasse: Ego sum panis; Fauré: Tantum Ergo; Victoria: O sacrum 
convivium; Victoria: Lauda Sion Salvatorem; Messiaen: Le Banquet Celeste; O 
sacrum convivium; Finzi: Lo, the full, final Sacrifice. 
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��� �  MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
 
Volunteer-Guides in Saint Patrick’s (not all of whom are members of the Church 
of Ireland) tread a fine line between emphasizing the broad religious attraction of 
one of Ireland’s largest Cathedrals which offers at least two services each day and, 
according to recent figures, the island’s 13th most sought-after tourist destination 
with 345,985 visitors last year. 
 
As reflected in the Iveagh window in the North Transept we are privileged to 
welcome people from a wide range of countries, of all ages and in various states of 
health. Most have a ready appreciation of where they are, and use their (often 
limited) time to wander round armed with the Cathedral leaflet in one of sixteen 
languages, to sit quietly and to pray and maybe to light a candle. 
 
Frequently it appears that few visitors from abroad have spoken to anyone who has 
not taken money from them, and many have questions about the country in general 
and Dublin especially, particularly regarding our complex history and our politics. 
Very recently, one American wanted to sing the Lord’s Prayer, which she did 
unaccompanied and without a microphone to great effect, but most want to take 
photographs. Nearly all are enthusiastic about having come to this country and in 
many cases the stories of their connection are fascinating, a number concerning 
grandparents or great-uncles among the 49,000 Irishmen killed in the First World 
War. 
 
Not all want the full package of a guided tour of Saint Patrick’s. For many a brief 
talk on our Patron Saint, or Swift (about whom the majority of visitors are very 
well informed), or on the Cathedral and its development, is quite sufficient. One 
becomes adept at providing information within a timescale or an interest-span and 
to be selective in transmitting the store of knowledge one may be all too eager to 
exercise. Thus emboldened (and sometimes relieved to discover that there is 
nothing further to pay) a number come back with questions, to most of which 
(where are the “green man” and the “veiled lady”?) but not all (why are there two 
death-masks of Swift?) we have ready answers. Others, and our visitors include 
experts on a staggering number of subjects, have very specific points or testing 
issues to raise – ranging from architectural curiosities and the central heating to 
Irish regimental memorials and the Reformation. 
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I greatly admire those among my colleagues who encourage visitors in groups to 
say short prayers in their own language, and one particularly who says prayers in 
Irish; but in truth each volunteer – and they are drawn from a wealth of different 
experiences – has his or her own way of unobtrusively helping to make the most of 
the visitor’s time. It’s an added bonus when the Canon on duty mingles with 
people in the Cathedral; one was amazed to discover a tourist who hailed from 
where her son lives in America. 
 

There are of course down-times when there are few in the Cathedral, and 
sometimes of an afternoon the organ has to be tuned – time in which to make new 
discoveries and do some research, and if you’re lucky have a word with Charlie 
Reede, the Ringing Master, who always has an anecdote up his sleeve. Last, but 
not least, the Cathedral would not be the place it is without the loyalty and 
enthusiasm of Gavan’s staff who are bright on the frostiest of mornings and 
cheerful on the gloomiest of evenings. 
 

To me, it’s the last verse of Philip Larkin’s Church Going which best encapsulates 
the Cathedral’s magic and its pre-Reformation Christian message of to-day. “In 
whose blent air all our compulsions meet, are recognised, and shape our destinies”. 
 

David Millar 
 
 
��� �  DEANERY ENTERTAINING 
 
The following were entertained to lunch: 
HE the Spanish Ambassador, the Attorney-General and Mrs Gallagher, Mr & Mrs 
David Casey, Mr Justice Kearns and Mrs Kearns. 
 
 
��� �  GENERAL SYNOD SERVICE 
 
Some 400 people attended the General Synod Eucharist. The girl choristers joined 
the boy choristers and the gentlemen to sing Vierne’s Messe Solenelle. The 
celebrant was the Archbishop of Dublin; and the Bishop of Clogher preached a 
lengthy sermon, an abbreviated version of which appears below. The collection 
was divided between Protestant Aid and the Bishops’ Appeal: €1,198 for each. 
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��� �  SERMON PREACHED BY THE RT. REVD M.G. St A. JACKSON AT 
THE GENERAL SYNOD SERVICE ON 6 MAY.  
 
St Matthew 13.45, 46: A merchant looking out for fine pearls found one of very 
special value; so he went and sold everything he had and bought it.  
 
Time and again, in the Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus, we hear our Lord 
offering parables as aids to understanding three things: 
who he is, what is happening and why things have already changed.  
Parables are prophetic. They tell us what has happened and they invite us to follow 
Jesus the Master. The call at the heart of each parable is that we are to be his 
disciples. What I find particularly exciting is that so much of his teaching is for 
people who, in other circumstances, would not have had the opportunity to hear it 
– the people of the land, Galileans, those whom God meets face to face in their 
suffering, in their need, in their shame, in their exclusion and in their non-entity. 
The message consistently is that the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven, is 
theirs to embrace and to enjoy – totally free! We are called today to be those 
people, to love those people who are an extension of who we are and to travel with 
them into the kingdom which is God’s will for the church and for the world. The 
Gospel is being lived to the full every single day in situations which seem 
unspectacular but which sparkle and shimmer with the grace of God. 
 
The parable of the pearl of great price offers us in many ways a parable for our 
times and for the Church of Ireland in our particular and peculiar times. A once-
looming recession has now deepened. Income, which is as essential to the life of 
the church as to any other large-scale institution, is far from plentiful. Morale 
begins to flag and commitment can soon follow in flagging too. We are, all of us, 
in a sense held hostage to the recognition that the past is unsustainable. Yet we 
know that we are called to a future which is the kingdom of God living in and 
through us. This is an uncomfortable and, in many ways, unpleasant place to be. 
Discomfort shapes response and yet response is the route to something different 
and something far better.  
 
Such is the climate of meeting in which this General Synod has been convened – 
and we should welcome the opportunity to recognize this reality with honesty, to 
debate it with honesty and to make courageous and imaginative decisions with 
honesty. Because it is a real opportunity to prioritize and to be bound together in  
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common witness. In Synod we gather in the Spirit, are equipped by the Spirit to 
face change, to hail it like a taxi which will take us where we want to go and to 
cherish it. We have, during all three of these days, the opportunity to use this time  
 
to be adventurous and imaginative every bit as much as cautious and prudent. We 
have the opportunity to reclaim, as Christian people and as committed members of 
the Church of Ireland, the reality that wise use of existing resources can take us 
very far when combined with spiritual imagination. In a climate of ready 
expenditure, it was something we had begun to forget – so the learning of it will be 
painful but can also be highly creative. The parable of the pearl of great price 
teaches us once again that what is costly in Christ is profitable in service and that 
making space for what is worth more gives us the fullness of God in our hearts and 
lives.   
 
As a church, we want to rise to the challenge and do our bit in our day. The signs 
are there and the pointers are clear. Our lot may not have fallen in what the 
psalmist calls a fair ground, but this is the ground in which we find ourselves here 
and now. Straitened financial circumstances bring their own opportunities. We 
need to see and to seize them.  
 
Lived and living diversity, as commended to us in the broad sweep of the work of 
the Hard Gospel, asks us to live a generosity of spirit which goes far beyond the 
toleration of those who are different - and it cuts every way. The Church of 
Ireland, as I know it, love it  and belong to it, has developed the capacity to show 
real unity across a breadth of theological positions which to many, at many times, 
seemed unbridgeable. This is a pearl of great price.  
 

Exciting movement forward between the Church of Ireland and the Methodist 
Church in Ireland has taken place, not least in relation to the ‘hard talk’ required 
for the mutual recognition of ministry. The Covenant is very much part of the 
weave of both churches..    
 

The Theological Institute is one of the most exciting developments in the Church 
of Ireland in the recent past. It has met head-on the need to prepare those who will 
do the work of God in specific ways in the foreseeable future for a ministry with 
their eyes open to the world. It has professionalized ministerial formation while at 
the same time deepening and broadening the vocational formation which lies at its 
heart. It has grappled honestly with perceived and real disparities between non- 
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stipendiary and stipendiary ordained ministry as never before. It offers an 
equivalence of status to residential and distance learning. It provides equivalence 
of training possibilities to lay and clerical alike. And it is not frightened to factor in  
pioneer ministries as part of the essential weave of the church in what is already a 
post-parochial age.  
 

The event of Easter takes us forward to the witness of Pentecost. At all points in 
the compass, God is encouraging us to seize the moment and to use it. Let us listen 
to Jesus. Let us follow the lead of the merchant for whom it was worth giving up 
all that he had in order to get what he really wanted. In giving up what he had 
gathered up, he received more than he ever expected: true God of true God. 
…so he went and sold everything he had and bought it. (Matthew 13.46)  
 
��� �  PIPEWORKS 
 

On 5 June Pipeworks will host a one-day Organ Marathon in Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral. This exciting event may be participated in anyone of any age and 
standard. All you need to do is have your friends and family sponsor you to take 
part, while you get a chance to play the organ of one of Dublin’s Anglican 
Cathedrals - and you can play absolutely anything. This is a fund raising event 
and, in order to meet our quota in preparation for next year’s festival, we need to 
get as many people involved as possible. If you have any questions or comments 
or, more importantly, if you wish to become part of this exciting event please e-
mail adminpipeworks@gmail.com and we will forward you sponsorship cards and 
everything you need to take part. 
 
��� �  DEAN’S ANNUAL GIFT DAY – 12 JUNE 2010 
 

Last year’s Gift Day was in aid of work on the organ which was not included in 
the 1995 re-build. The gift day raised €40,000 and some €70,000 was spent on the 
organ. This year I am appealing for removal of the render on the north side of the 
nave and in the north transept. Many have noticed the unsightly salts which have 
been driven to the surface of the plaster. The work is estimated to cost €116,000. 
 

I will be present in the Cathedral from 10.30 – 11.30 and 14.00 – 15.00 on the day 
to receive donations in person. If you are unable to attend, but would like to make 
a donation, please send a cheque made payable to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral to the 
cathedral office. Many thanks for your continued support. 
Robert MacCarthy Dean 
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��� �  GRAMMAR SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Our May Concert took place in the Cathedral yesterday. It was a wonderful 
occasion and a delight to be able to enjoy and celebrate the musical talent in the 
Grammar School. The main event was a performance of Gloria by Vivaldi by a 
choir of fifty-five students. Not only was the concert attended by students, parents 
and friends of the school but numerous visitors paid admission to stay for the 
concert as well. Following the interval there were solo and duet performances by 
students including an Organ solo by Harry Meehan as well as winning solo and 
choral pieces from the Inter-Schools’ Music Festival.  Included in the concert too 
were the winners of the Drama Monologue Competition held recently. Josephine 
Ryan, who won the competition, performed a monologue of Joan of arc in 
conversation with French authorities following accusations that she was a witch. 
Darragh Byrne, runner-up, performed The Cripple of Inish Maan. 
 
Sports day is on Tuesday next and the following week we say goodbye to our form 
six students on Friday 28th May. As usual we will have a farewell service in the 
Cathedral, after which most of the students go home and the staff host a farewell 
buffet for the sixth-year students. Issue four of the Grammar Gazette is due for 
publication and in-house examinations also start on Friday 28th May. 
 
Once the State examinations are over in June quiet will descend on the Grammar 
School for a couple of months, or relative quiet at least. The school closes for the 
month of July but the Principal will be in situ again by the beginning of August. 
Much of August is taken up with preparing for the new school year and Leaving  
 
Certificate results. We are expecting thirty students in form one in September but a 
few places remain available in classes higher up the school. Application forms 
may be downloaded from our website at www.stpatrickscgs.ie. 
 
Sylvia Hick 
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��� �  AN ABBREVIATED VERSION OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE  
REVD DARREN MCCALLIG ON TRINITY SUNDAY. 
 
It can seem almost impossible to relate this abstract doctrine - hammered out in the 
philosophical language of the fourth century - to the concerns of the twenty-first 
century world. Besides, what exactly does it mean to say that God is three 
“persons” in one divine life? How can one plus one plus one equal one? How does 
any of this relate to our everyday attempts to live good and fruitful lives? 
 
Well, first let me say this, dogmas and doctrines are not dirty words. I’m 
sometimes tempted to think they are! But in fact dogmas and doctrines are 
unavoidable.  As G.K. Chesterton told us, “There are only two kinds of people. 
Those who accept dogmas and know it and those who accept dogmas and don’t 
know it.” In other words, we all have basic fundamental ideas, doctrines about life, 
about what constitutes a good life, about what is ultimately important to us, about 
what it’s all about. Some people are aware that they have these beliefs and are up 
front about them, some people aren’t. But we all have them. 
 
OK then, fair enough. We all have fundamental beliefs about the meaning of life. 
We all have basic doctrines. But why should we be bothered with this particular 
one, this doctrine of the Trinity? God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Well, here’s 
the thing. Here’s the one insight I’d like to pass on to you today. The doctrine of 
the Trinity isn’t just about God.  It’s about us. The doctrine of the holy and 
undivided Trinity is a doctrine about what it is to be human. 
 
God is Trinity - God is a loving communion of persons - and we are made in the 
image and likeness of this God - so what does that say about us?  It says: We were 
created by a community of love to be ourselves a community of love. It says God 
is not solitary and neither are we. The Trinity says our longing to live as 
community, not as isolated strangers or individual consumers - that this longing to 
live in community is at the heart of all reality - at the heart of God’s own life. 
 
The doctrine of the Trinity says we are created to be together in love, distinct but 
one. The doctrine of the Trinity says that just as Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 
what they are only in relationship to one another - so too it is for us. I cannot be 
me without you. You cannot be you without me. 
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Listen to this from John of Damascus: “Father, Son and Holy Spirit are like three 
dancers, holding hands, dancing together in perfect love, perfect freedom and 
perfect harmony. They are deeply one yet they are three. They are unified in one  
 
intimate, indissoluble substance, yet they are recognizable community. Most 
importantly, they are what they are only in relationship to one another - in shared 
purpose, and in mutual love that is expressed through each other for eternity. And 
so should we be united together.” 
 
The doctrine of the Trinity then, (in this understanding of it,) is an invitation to 
dance. An invitation to be swept up in the divine embrace and to join the banquet 
to which everyone is invited. An invitation to find ourselves, our true selves, not in 
isolation, but in community; community with each other and community with the 
mystery at the heart of all life. 
 
So, you see, far from being irrelevant, the doctrine of the Trinity is, all too relevant 
to our lives and to our world. On a global level the Trinity’s invitation to real and 
loving community is a standing indictment of unfair economic structures which 
condemn millions to avoidable starvation, disease and death. The Trinity’s call to 
radical solidarity is a divine denunciation of political and religious systems that 
divide the world into an “us” and a “them.”  
 
The Trinity’s insistence that a true human being is a “being in communion” 
undermines all those high walls we like to build – walls around our hearts, walls 
our homes, walls around our country. In Trinitarian Christianity we are all in this 
together and none of us is truly healed until we are all healed. 
 
The earliest followers of Jesus weren’t called “Christians”. They weren’t called 
“Trinitarians”. They weren’t even called “Believers”. They were called followers 
of the Way. Christianity isn’t ultimately a Creed to be believed, a set of dogmas to 
be accepted, or even a collection of doctrines to be affirmed. Christianity is a love 
story. It’s an invitation to a new way of living. It’s an invitation to dance. 
 
Catherine of Sienna, the fourteenth century mystic wrote this: “I won’t take no for 
an answer, God began to say to me, when he opened his arms each night wanting 
us to dance.” 
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��� �  THE CATHEDRAL AND OFFICE MANAGER 
 
As most of you know I have begun a three month stint as Cathedral and Office 
Manager, replacing Scott Hayes for the time being. Whilst my new role is proving 
challenging, what has come as a surprise to me is how very interesting and 
rewarding the nature of the work is. Over the last decade I have always counted it 
a privilege to be associated with the Cathedral and this sentiment has deepened 
over recent weeks. 
 
Challenges there have been aplenty, most notably the severe disruption to our 
visitor numbers in April and early May due to volcanic ash flight restrictions. 
Happily this situation has improved, and we hope that a busy visitor season lies 
ahead (upon which so much depends). 
 
The Cathedral has been represented at various tourist and lifestyle shows over the 
spring and summer, and it is hoped that a continued representation at these events 
will pay dividends in the future. Advertising with selected publications continues, 
and our website remains popular with many thousands of “hits” being registered. 
Almost a hundred schools have been contacted directly in the Dublin area, and 
invited to the Cathedral. It would be wonderful to have more school children 
visiting us. 
 
Despite a fall in revenue this year the conservation of our wonderful building still 
continues. Just the day to day maintenance takes considerable effort (and expense), 
but work continues towards an improved entrance in the south west porch which 
will help with the through flow of visitors and enhance the west end of the 
Cathedral visually. 
 
Finally I would like to draw attention to the great work done quietly by all the staff 
and volunteers based in the Cathedral and office, who do so much on a daily basis 
to maintain and present our Cathedral to the public and who ensure it is available 
and maintained as a place of worship. 
 
Gavan Woods 
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��� �  HERITAGE ISLAND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cathedral, in conjunction with Heritage Island, is being promoted at various 
holiday trade shows throughout the country. Various members of Cathedral staff 
are stationed at the stands. Trips to Cork and Belfast have been undertaken already 
with others forthcoming. The picture shows Freda Doyle and Joy Stewart in their 
promotional roles.  
 
 
��� �  THE BISHOPS’ APPEAL 
 

The Bishops’ Appeal is the Church of Ireland World Aid and Development 
programme. It does not engage directly in development work itself, but channels 
funds through development agencies and partner churches that are already in place 
in these areas of need. The Bishops’ Appeal contributes to relief of suffering in 
time of emergencies whether natural or man-made. However, our main concern is 
to support ongoing development in the fields of sustainable agriculture, health, 
including HIV/AIDS, and education in many parts of the worlds. We aim to enable 
people have more control over their own lives and futures so that they are less 
dependant and others than they are today. 
 
In 2009 the Cathedral gave €6407 to the Bishops’ Appeal. 
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CANONS-IN-RESIDENCE: 
 

June 6                       The Ven. R.E.B. White Prebendary of Castleknock 
June13                      The Revd J.D.M. Clarke Prebendary of Tipper 
June 21                     The Revd M.D. Gardner Prebendary of Tipperkevin 
June 27                     Vacant (Kilmactalway) 
 
SERVICES: 
 

Monday to Friday 
09.40   Sung Matins (during school term) 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesdays, 
    Thursdays, Saints’ Days and Festivals) 
17.45   Choral Evensong 
 

Saturday 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 

Sunday 
8.30   ` Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins 
15.15   Choral Evensong 
 
CATHEDRAL CONTACTS: 
 

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 / 453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Cathedral and Office Manager: Mr Gavan Woods (453 9472) 
Verger/Assistant Supervisor: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Stuart Nicholson 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh  
(475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 


