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��� �  JULY DIARY 
 
4 15.15  Installation of the Ven G. Hastings  

                                  as Prebendary of Kilmactalway 
4                      

 
              Visiting choir – St. Peter’s College, Oxford.     

7         18:30 - 19:30                   Vierne Symphony Series 
                (Symphonies 4 & 6) Organist David Leigh                                                     

7                      19:30 Reception in the Deanery following the organ recital  

18                   Visiting choir – Worcester College, Oxford 

25  Visiting choir – The Priory Singers 

 
 
��� �  JULY PRAYER 
 
 
10 July is the anniversary of the death of Archbishop Minot whose tower is the 
Cathedral’s landmark feature on Dublin’s skyline. He died in 1375. 
 
God is our hope and strength: a very present help in trouble. (Psalm 46: 1) 
 
O God our Father 
whose might is a tower of strength in the face of the enemy; 
Inspire us with your love and release us from our fear 
that, empowered and supported by you, we may stand firm in faith 
and draw others to look up to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
. 
 
CM 
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.��� �  DEANERY ENTERTAINING  
 
On  June 12 the Dean gave a dinner party for the Dean of St. Paul’s who was 
staying at the Deanery. Also present were the Precentor and Mrs Reed, Dr. Kerry 
Houston and the Revd Darren and Mrs McCallig. 
 
On June 26 the following were invited to lunch: HE the German Ambassador, Mrs 
Sylvia Hick, Mr and Mrs Peter Lindsay, Mr and Mrs Brian Meighan. 
 
 
��� �  NEW CHORISTERS ADMITTED  
 
 
At Evensong on Sunday 27 June three new choristers were admitted to the 
Cathedral choir: Conor Kostick, Thomas Maxwell and Jonathan Stanley. They 
were presented by the Dean’s Vicar, Canon Mullen, and welcomed by the 
Precentor, Canon Reed. This year the form of admitting the choristers was 
changed slightly: three senior choristers presented the new choristers with their 
surplices. The three new choristers were also presented with a copy of the Church 
Hymnal. We wish them well during their time singing in the Cathedral choir.  
 
 
 
��� �  FAREWELL TO CATHEDRAL CHOIR MEMBERS 
 
It is with regret that we say farewell to two members of the Cathedral choir. Mr. 
Miles Lallemant is leaving the choir to pursue a life in Sicily. Miles has been a  
Lay-vicar choral since 2007  as vicar to the Prebendary of Swords. We thank Miles 
for the time he has spent at Saint Patrick’s and wish him well for the future. 
It is with regret also that we say goodbye to Stuart Perry, a chorister. Stuart is 
leaving the Choir school having completed his primary school education here. We 
thank Stuart for his commitment to the Cathedral choir and wish him well for the 
future. 
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��� �  GUIDED TOURS OF THE CATHEDRAL  
 
There will be Cathedral tours at 14:30 on  Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursday 
afternoons. This is a new venture by the Cathedral staff and it is hoped to 
encourage more visitors who will pay the normal admission rate. Mr Louis 
Parminter, Mr Gavan Woods and some of the Cathedral volunteers will be 
conducting the tours. We are very grateful for the time given by all who will be 
showing the public around our  the Cathedral. 
 
 
 
��� �  LEGACY FROM MRS DOROTHY (BETTY) CLARKE 
 
The Cathedral Board wish to note its grateful thanks for the receipt of a legacy of 
€10,000 from the will of the late Mrs. Dorothy (Betty) Clarke. Mrs Clarke was a 
regular member of our Sunday morning congregation until she entered St. Mary’s 
Home. Her late husband, Minchin Clarke was a member of the Cathedral Board 
and she placed the Virgin & Child statue in the Lady Chapel in his memory. 
 
 
 
 
 
��� �  DEAN’S ANNUAL GIFT DAY – 12 JUNE 2010 
 

Last year’s Gift Day was in aid of work on the organ which was not included in 
the 1995 re-build. The gift day raised €40,000 and some €70,000 was spent on the 
organ. This year I am appealing for removal of the render on the north side of the 
nave and in the north transept. Many have noticed the unsightly salts which have 
been driven to the surface of the plaster. The work is estimated to cost €116,000. 
Donations are still being taken for this project. Please send a cheque made payable 
to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral to the cathedral office. Many thanks for your 
continued support. 
 
Robert MacCarthy Dean 
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��� �  SERMON PREACHED BY REVD G.C.S. LINNEY, SUNDAY 27 JUNE. 
 
St Luke 9: 51 -62 
On what has become known as Bloody Sunday I was a curate assistant in Co 
Derry, in a pleasant seaside parish. Despite the natural beauty of the countryside it 
was a time of increasing civil unrest and indiscriminate acts of violence where 
nobody was safe – and Bloody Sunday for me seemed to be the last straw.  
It was depressing for someone inexperienced in Ministry as I was then and I recall 
saying to my Rector that I felt like giving up, such was the bitterness and hatred of 
that divided community – the fruits of  twisted politics and corrupt religion.  
He looked me straight in the eye and quoted the last line of this morning’s gospel 
reading: “No one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.”  It is a moment I will never forget. 
He was reminding me that the religious life was never intended to be a comfort 
zone. We can pursue our religious practices – enjoy the privilege of worshipping 
in a wonderful place like this – and be assured that God cares for us but it does not 
end there.    
The turning of Jesus towards Jerusalem and the cross – his costly encounter with 
church and state – teaches us that the Christian is called to meet the challenges of 
the day – the evil and the injustices we encounter in so many different forms and 
situations.  
 
The eyes of the world have been on South Africa these past weeks as the drama of 
the Football World Cup unfolds.  It is quite a transformation from the days of 
apartheid, when South Africa was in the news for all the wrong reasons. Many felt 
that there was little prospect of anything good happening ever happening there.  
But that was to underestimate the influence of courageous leaders like Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu who refused to give in. “We are prisoners of hope” he would say 
and although this could easily have been dismissed as rhetoric the fact is that his 
Christian faith refused to give up even on the darkest day.  
 
An American observer witnessed this determination when security police forcibly 
entered St George’s Cathedral, Capetown where Bishop Tutu was preaching. “The 
incident taught me more about the power of hope than any other moment in my 
life. Desmond Tutu stopped preaching and just looked at the intruders as they lined 
the walls of his cathedral wielding writing pads and tape recorders to record  
 



 
Close News –July 2010 

 

whatever he said…threatening him with consequences for any bold prophetic 
utterances.” The bishop acknowledged their power: “You are powerful, very 
powerful” - but then reminded them that he served a higher power than theirs - “I 
serve a God who cannot be mocked.”  Tutu would not be deterred.  
 
We cannot escape the challenges of the present and the future by living in the past. 
But that does not mean we cannot learn from the past. This is evident from the 
positive reaction to the Saville Bloody Sunday report which has provided some 
consolation to the families most affected by that awful day. But it is only part of 
the truth. In Northern Ireland thousands cry out for some recognition of their 
suffering and loss.  Coming to terms with the truth about our past as a nation and 
as individuals can be painful but it can also be a liberating experience allowing us 
to move forward with confidence and hope.  And that is where we need the kind of 
courageous Christian leadership we have seen in South Africa. 
 
We must not underestimate the power of the lived Gospel to influence events and 
make things better. In December 1999 Nelson Mandela addressing an international 
conference of religious bodies said:. “Without the church religious institutions, I 
would never have been here today. But to appreciate the importance of religion, 
you have to have been in a South African jail under apartheid where you could see 
the cruelty of human beings to others in its naked form. It was again religious 
institutions who gave us hope that one day we would come out of prison.”  
Desmond Tutu’s boundless Christian confidence and hope was crowned by Nelson 
Mandela’s amazing capacity to forgive his former enemies despite long years of 
harsh imprisonment. 
 
We are called to be activists – not observers.  At a time when perhaps many are 
disillusioned with religion in Ireland – and for understandable reasons - it is worth 
recalling the potential of the lived Gospel as seen in South Africa to transform a 
nation’s life. In our current economic crisis, caused by people with wealth and 
power, the wellbeing and lives of tens of thousands are being destroyed. And it is 
the poorest and the most vulnerable who are being made to pay most.  
The churches are largely silent – the Roman Catholic Church is preoccupied with 
abuse issues – but it remains our calling as Christians to confront injustice 
wherever we find it.. We may not be listened to but at the heart of the Gospel is the 
conviction that despite everything to the contrary God’s purpose will prevail; love 
will triumph over hate, justice over injustice and generosity over greed.  In these 
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most difficult times we must always remain “prisoners of hope” willing to face the 
Jerusalem of our time. 
 
Gordon Linney 
 
 
 
 
��� �  SCHOOL VISITS TO THE CATHEDRAL 
.  
I am continuing with my efforts both to promote the Cathedral and to increase our 
involvement with the community and schools. The Cathedral and office staff have 
reacted with great enthusiasm and hard work to these initiatives. I hope the 
Cathedral will be represented at the RDS show in August as part of our efforts to 
promote the Cathedral to Irish visitors. Currently only a small percentage of our 
visitors hail from these shores, and I would very much like to see that percentage 
increase. Apart from monetary gain there is another consideration to this. There 
does not seem to be a great sense of ownership of, or identification with, our 
wonderful building and all it has to offer among the general population. This, I 
feel, is a pity and I hope that this situation will improve over time. Schools 
continue to visit in increasing numbers with several wonderful thank-you cards 
received from pupils. I will continue to push to develop this part of our service to 
visitors. Cathedral staff and volunteers have undertaken to give a daily guided tour 
of the building when possible. This initiative is advertised through our website and 
by signs placed at the entrance porch on the appropriate days. 
  
On another note our own choir school pupils visited us recently for a tour 
organised by Mrs Beattie. They seemed to enjoy their visit hugely; it included a 
very entertaining organ recital kindly played for them by Mr Nicholson. I would 
like to thank Mr Nicholson and the staff for welcoming the children here. 
 
Gavan Woods 
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��� � CHORISTERS BARBCUE AT WESLEY COLLEGE.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
This annual event took place on Saturday 5 June and was attended by 
approximately 40 parents and children. As usual, the sun shone and the children 
took part in various games which culminated in a water fight. The barbecue was 
manned by Baden Stanley who did a wonderful job of keeping the food cooking 
rather than burning! This event was held by kind permission of Canon Robert 
Reed. 
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��� �  HERITAGE WEEK 
 
 
Heritage Week this year will take place from Monday 23 August. The Cathedral is 
hosting events throughout the week with various guided tours scheduled each day 
of this week. On Monday and Thursday there will be an organ recitals at 18:30 by 
the resident Organist and Master of the Choristers, Mr Stuart Nicholson and by 
Mr. David Leigh, assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir. There are 
three lunchtime talks scheduled for 13.15 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Full details are available on the website www.stpatrickscathedral.ie.. 
 
 
 
 
 
��� � AMERICAN STUDENTS 
 
 
A group of students from Philadelphia recently visited Saint Patrick’s. After coffee 
in the Deanery they were shown over the Cathedral by the Dean. The group was 
accompanied by Dr. Peter Harbinson and Mrs Patricia Paterson widow, of a 
former Dean of Christ Church. During the month of June over 33,000 people 
visited  Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
��� � APPOINTMENT OF CATHEDRAL ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
The Board is very happy to announce the appointment of Mr Gavan Woods as 
Cathedral Administrator this week. Gavan has been Cathedral and Office 
Manager since the 30 March 2010 and prior to that he was Cathedral Supervisor 
since 6 June 2000. 
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CANONS-IN-RESIDENCE: 
 

July 4                The Revd R.C.Reed  Precentor 
July 11              The Revd W.D. Sinnamon Chancellor 
July 18              The Revd H.C.Mills Treasurer 
July 25              The Most Revd The Archbishop of Dublin Prebendary of Cualaun 
 
 
SERVICES: 
 

Monday to Friday 
 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesdays, 
    Thursdays, Saints’ Days and Festivals) 
17.45   Choral Evensong 
 

Saturday 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 

Sunday 
8.30   ` Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist  
15.15   Choral Evensong 
 
CATHEDRAL CONTACTS: 
 

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 / 453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Cathedral and Office Manager: Mr Gavan Woods (453 9472) 
Verger/Assistant Supervisor: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Stuart Nicholson 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh  
(475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 


