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��� �  THE JANUARY PRAYER 
 
January 25 is the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul. 
 
The master tasted the water now turned into wine, not knowing its source... 
 (John 2: 9) 
 
O God, 
make known your power to surprise us 
in the new tasks you set us, 
in the new ways you lead us, 
in the new life you give us; 
that we may find in you the source of that grace 
which transforms our humanity by your divinity 
today and for ever. Amen. 
CM 
 
��� � COME AND SING CAROLS  
Over 300 people attended this annual event held on Saturday 12 December when 
the Cathedral choir performed Christmas music and there was a generous helping 
of popular Christmas carols for audience participation. The retiring collection 
raised €800 towards the Celebration for the Coombe, a concert to be held on 6 
March 2010 when the choir will, with full orchestra, join forces once again with 
the Seafield Singers to help towards the purchase of a vital piece of equipment for 
the Coombe Hospital.  
 
��� � INTERREGNUM 
We are delighted to welcome Mark Duley to the staff for a short time as he takes 
over the reins from Peter Barley from January 2010. Mark will cover the two 
month period until Stuart Nicholson takes up his appointment in March.  
 
��� � CANON MARK GARDNER 
As we go to print, we are minded to pray for Canon Mark Gardner who was 
instituted as Vicar of the St Patrick’s Cathedral group of parishes on 12 January. 
The institution took place in St Catherine’s and St James’s Church on Donore 
Avenue. Mark’s installation as Prebendary of Tipperkevin will take place during 
evensong on Sunday 24 January in the cathedral. 
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��� �  CELEBRATION FOR THE COOMBE  
Tickets are now available for this event and are €25 and €20 (concession or online) 
subject to booking fee where appropriate. Payment by credit card may be made via 
the cathedral website or over the telephone from the cathedral office. Tickets will 
also be available in the cathedral gift shop for purchase by either cash or credit 
card. 
 
Patron packages are also available at a cost of €100. The package includes two 
priority seated tickets, admission to a wine reception in the Deanery and inclusion 
in the list of patrons in the programme. These tickets can be obtained only via the 
web or the cathedral office. Please contact Mark Bowyer at the cathedral office for 
further information. 
 
��� � NEW CHORISTER 
A new chorister was admitted to the choir at Matins on Sunday 13 December. 
Luke Doyle was presented for admission by the Dean’s Vicar and was admitted to 
the choir by the Precentor. Luke and his family live very near the cathedral, and it 
was good to be able to admit him to the choir just in time for Christmas. Luke was 
presented with the customary personal copy of the Church Hymnal, and in addition 
received a copy of the recently published Chorister’s Companion. This useful 
book has been produced by the Royal School of Church of Music, and contains a 
lot of helpful information for new choristers. We wish Luke well for his time as a 
chorister at Saint Patrick’s and happy times in the choir in the years ahead. 
 
 
��� � EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
Our acting Director of Music, Mark Duley, had something of a baptism of fire in 
regard to the Epiphany Carol service. On Friday it was clear that the choristers 
would not be able to have sufficient practice or even attend the service owing to 
the snow. Mark had to recast the service for men’s voices. The office had only half 
a day to reprint the service sheet yet the whole thing was a tremendous success.  
 
The service was based on the visit of the Wise Men to the stable at Bethlehem. The 
readings were read by members of the cathedral staff. Sadly no members of the 
chapter apart from the resident two members were present to witness all this. 
RM 
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��� � SERMON PREACHED BY THE DEAN ON CHRISTMAS DAY 2010 
When I was a team vicar in Bracknell New Town I had I suppose, about 10,000 
people in my district who cheerfully put “Church of England” down on their 
census forms – but I was lucky to get 36 people (mostly elderly) on Sundays.  The 
rest had quite a strong belief in God – which often emerged when they were 
bereaved – but they saw no reason to attend church.  It was just a hobby for some 
people who like that sort of thing just as some people went to classes in antique 
restoring etc etc. Going to church just wasn’t part of the culture – fewer than 10% 
of English people attend any place of worship regularly.   
 
We’re not there yet but the avalanche at present engulfing the Roman church in 
respect of sexual abuse of one kind or another will ensure that we are well on the 
way to that situation.  Attending church on Christmas Day is still part of the 
culture here and the increased number of people in the cathedral today is proof of 
that – people don’t want to get caught up in the life of the parishes which are 
coming more and more to resemble social clubs for the like-minded. 
 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself” – that is a churchy way of 
saying that the way we behave matters enormously to God.  If we think about if 
“Incarnation” meaning “infleshment” makes Christmas the most down to earth of 
the church’s feasts.  For it is in the ordinary things of life that we come fact to face 
with God and his claim on our lives. 
 
I have just been in Ethiopia where the church has an enormous hold on people – it 
is part of the culture which can never be eradicated.  But that may be because it 
seems to make no claims on how people live their lives.  The enormous number of 
clergy – who are either beggars or farmers are taught simply how to officiate and 
in case the readings as mass might challenge their hearers they are in a sacred 
language called Gse Ez which almost no one understands.  That kind of religion 
can never be eradicated because there is a basic religious instinct in everyone. 
 
Here in the west religion is quite different.  It is meant to challenge us and woe to 
the preacher who doesn’t do so.  At no time should this be more the case than 
when we celebrate that feast which is meant to bring the mystery of God within 
our understanding – in short into a human family.  “God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself”. And in that faith I wish everyone here “a happy Christmas” 
Robert MacCarthy 
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��� � NEW ADMINISTRATOR 
The cathedral Board is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Hugh St Leger 
to the post of Cathedral Administrator in succession to Mr Scott Hayes. 
 
Mr St Leger is currently employed by the Dublin Airport Authority and is a 
parishioner of St Mary’s Navan, of which Canon John Clarke, Prebendary of 
Tipper on the cathedral chapter, is rector. 
 
Mr St Leger will take up his appointment on 2 April 2010. We look forward to 
welcoming him to the staff. 
 
��� � SCOTT HAYES 
With the announcement of the appointment of the new Administrator we say 
goodbye to Scott Hayes at the end of this month. We thank Scott for all he has 
done during his time here and wish him well as he takes up the post of Diocesan 
Secretary on 1 February 2010. 
 
 
 

*********** 
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CANONS IN RESIDENCE 
January 3 The Revd H.C. Mills Treasurer 
January 10 The Archbishop of Dublin Prebendary of Cualaun 
January 17 The Revd A.H.N. McKinley Prebendary of Dunlavin 
January 24 The Very Revd L.D.A. Forrest Prebendary of Tassagard 
January 31 The Revd M.C. Kennedy Prebendary of Yagoe          
 
Services: Monday to Friday 
09.40   Choral Matins 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (Wednesday, Thursday and Saints’ Days) 
17.45   Evensong 
 
Services: Saturday 
11.05   Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 
Services: Sunday 
8.30   ` Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist / Matins 
15.15   Evensong 
 
Cathedral Contacts: 
Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449/453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Administrator: Mr Scott Hayes (453 9472) 
Cathedral Supervisor: Mr Gavan Woods (475 4817) 
Verger/Assistant Supervisor: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
Assistant Administrator: Mr Mark Bowyer 
Acting Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Mark Duley 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh  
(475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 
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