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THE DECEMBER PRAYER
25 December is Christmas Day. A nativity scene afgp@ a panel near the
bottom of the centre light of the south transepidoiv.

‘A young woman is with child, and she will givethito a son and call him
Emmanuel.’ (Isaiah 7: 14)

Almighty God,

You have filled the world with the new light of yio8on;

Grant that as he kindles the flame of faith ana lmvour hearts
So his light may shine out in our lives,

For his name’s sake. Amen.

CM

NEW ORGANIST & MASTER OF THE CHORISTERS
At its meeting on 9 November the Cathedral Boaggbaped Mr Stuart Nicholson
as Organist and Master of the Choristers in sutmes$s Mr Peter Barley.

Mr Nicholson is currently Assistant Director of Ma®f Saint Philip’'s Cathedral
in Birmingham, where he has worked since 2004.dHmihonours graduate of the
Royal College of Music, and he was Organ ScholathatTemple Church and
Saint Paul's Cathedral, London. He then becamer@sgand Director of Music at
Waltham Abbey. He is married to Victoria, a claasguitarist.

It is hoped that he will take up his appointmen¢anly 2010.

PAST CHORISTERS’ AND PAST PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION

The annual Wine & Savoury Evening of the Assocrati@as held in the Grammar
School (by kind permission) on Saturday 7 NovemB@09. It was a most
successful evening enjoyed by a large attendanhesasl good to see many familiar
faces again, and some new ones, and an opportoritatch up with the news”.
We would like to express our appreciation to afista who supported us on the
night by their presence and to those who sent dom&atOur thanks, especially, go
to Judy and John Barnes for their wonderful arfagetights which we all enjoyed
so much and to Victor Williams for his choice ones.
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Congratulations are also due to the committee mesnbdo organised and
worked hard to achieve a rewarding evening for Ak Christmas rapidly
approaches we look forward to the services of Nieesons and Carols in the
Cathedral on Sunday 20December and on Christmas Eve. We would asl
members to please attend to assist with the stawpm@t these services. The
Cathedral is full to capacity on both days and rgdanumber of stewards are
essential, so please do your best to attend ondagth if possible, but particularly
on the Sunday before Christmas Eve when, at timmesare lacking in numbers.
Please meet in the Cathedral at 2.15 pm on both day

Roger Pickett, Association President

DATE CORRECTION
Please note that the Friends’ Christmas party e Deanery will be held on
Saturday 5 Decemberand not 15 December as stated in the recent editio
Saint Patrick’s People.

CHARITY CONCERTS
During the month of December there will be a numbkeconcerts held in the
Cathedral, many in support of worthy charities.

We are delighted to welcome once again the Culwitioral Society to the
Cathedral to sing Handelldessiah This year the proceeds from the two concerts
will be in support of the ARC Cancer Support Celftecles Street).

Fr Peter McVerry is no stranger to Saint Patrick'sl it is a pleasure to host a
concert in support of his Trust on the evening whday 6 December. The Trust
supports young homeless people in our city — hglpirem to break the cycle of
homelessness and moving them towards independeg. i

Finally our own Cathedral Choir invites you to jdalmem on Saturday, December
13 at 18.00. The Cathedral choir will perform Ghtmas music and there will be a
generous helping of popular Christmas carols fodience participation.
Admission is free though we will have a retiringllection in support of the
Coombe Hospital. This will be the first event tglilight ourCelebration for the
Coombeconcert on 6 March 2010 when the choir will, withl forchestra, join
forces once again with the Seafield Singers. Furtletails will appear in next
monthsClose New$ut in the meantime please pencil the date in gaany!
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS
In the run up to Christmas we would like to remnedders that we have a small
number of copies dbaint Patrick’s Cathedral. A Historfedited by R. Gillespie &
J. Crawford) available at the Cathedral Shop atsfiexial price of €40 (normally
€50).

prwm \\e are also delighted to report that former cherisind Lay Vicar
B Choral Stephen Shellard, who has been at Worc€sittredral since
g8 1990, has recently released a CD with the WorceSahedral

§ Chamber Choir entitletlodie (Advent to Christmas) The recording
- includes  Benjamin Britten’sCeremony of Carolsand Vaughan
Williams’s Fantasia on Christmas CarolsThis will be available in the Cathedral
Shop and online at the special price of €12.50n(ady €15.00).

NEWS FROM THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

This year’'s ‘Summer Works’, granted by the Deparntraf Education, somehow
became ‘Autumn Works’. Our laboratory refurbishmenftiinally complete and
this week we moved back in. What a joy to havevaliobright laboratory and to
be able to carry out experimental work again! | trassy the students have been
very patient. Science without experiments is judtthe same. Today there were
numerous familiar ‘smells’ diffusing out from thabloratory... always a sign that
a hive of activity lies within.

The Grammar School Open Day is on Friday the 18&Bder 2009, from 9.30am
to 11.30am. This is an opportunity for prospecipaeents and pupils to view the
school and some of the work carried on here. Ofs®wur current parents are
also welcome. The Open Day will be followed at D2rfbon by our School

Christmas Carol Service and Prize Distributiondhelthe Cathedral.

It is the time of year when debating teams are do@inosen. The junior team
members are Dyllen Moore, Julian Capolei, EoghanCmell and James
Delany. Well done to them for being selected andmgh them every success in
the forthcoming competitions.

The first edition of th&rammar Gazettavas greatly admired. The Transition year
students certainly did themselves proud - Gaisd&@ri adventure centre, the Fair
Trade shop, Environmental and Social Studies osfilgjudents Council news,
extra-curricular information and even a little bistfrom the Cathedral.

-5-
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The second edition will be out before Christmas ey hope to upload it to the
website as well as printing copies. Christmas texaiminations are looming fast.
They are held during the last full week of Novembach year. This allows time
for the teachers to correct examination papersreefe start our consultation
meetings of parents with teachers. Two parent dtigmn meetings will take

place before the Christmas break, with the thircuatng in early Spring.

The early examinations also allow time for bothdstts and teachers to enjoy the
run up to Christmas. It is a time of preparationtfee Feast itself, but also time to
participate in carol singing, hamper filling, magfidecorations and all the other
traditions that make the festival so enjoyable.ibgithe school day, the learning
continues. Term ends on Tuesday 22 December.

Sylvia Hick

PETER BARLEY
The Cathedral community was saddened to hear the that Peter Barley will be
leaving Ireland for Canada next year. During hisetiwith us he brought his own
distinctive style to the musical life of the Cathadd But his talents reached far
beyond the Cathedral: he was active as an orgatalreicand he was involved
with the Royal School of Church Music’s trainingpgramme for choristers: in
such matters he was an excellent ambassador foC#tleedral and its music
department. From conducting the choir at solemrasions to larking around in a
barbershop quartet Peter was ever at the heanirmfst A good friend to all with
whom he dealt, we wish him well. We shall miss him.
CM

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
On Sunday 8 November the annual Remembrance Sewdse held in the
Cathedral in the presence of Her Excellency theiéeat of Ireland. An act of
remembrance, in which wreaths were laid at the €h#dl's war memorial on
behalf of the President and the Royal British LagiRepublic of Ireland, took
place within the traditional format of Choral Evens.

The act of remembrance was led by Major General OHdorchoe, and the
sermon was preached by the Right Revd Trevor WiliaBishop of Limerick and
Killaloe (see below).
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SERMON PREACHED BY THE RIGHT REVD TREVOR WILLIAMS
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2009

Blessed be the peacemakers for they shall be dhkedhildren of God.
(Matthew 5: 9)

One of the strangest things about a Remembranetc&es the awesome silence
during the act of Remembrance,. We are so unus&ildnce. It seems many of
us deliberately avoid it. Walking in the countrysidar away from civilization, we
can still choose to be plugged in and switched dth vour MP3 player.
But silence is not empty. It can be filled with mewy.

Six weeks ago our President, her Excellency Mrs yMisicAleese, came to
Killarney and unveiled a memorial to the men of tben who died in the First
World War. It was a moving occasion and particylgrbignant for members of
the family of those who died. One mother’s wordsemguoted at the ceremony.
When the First World War broke out, her son hadgdithe army and was sent to
the front. However the fateful telegraph was detdeto this mother’s door, to tell
her that her son was missing presumed dead. Maans yater, as she told her
story to friends, she said that the most painfighwas the terrible loss of her son,
but what made that pain so much worse, was neveag eble to mention his
name; never being about to say how he died, orevbiewhen he died and why he
died. She was confined to a deathly silence. Thef ghe so badly needed to talk
about, at that time in Ireland, was something twatld not be talked about. ?Six
and a half weeks ago in Killarney, there was a easfsrelief and healing as
something that was taboo could now be acknowledgedly. In that short act of
remembrance there was a sense that that the deajigrgating and hostile silence
was replaced by a silence that itself spoke ofgmes, compassion and inclusive
community. Thankfully, here in Ireland we are begng to overcome the division
between US and THEM and to recognise the commamevability of our human
condition.

So in this service we keep a respectful silence.wa face the horror of war, the
depth of personal, communal and national suffetiingre are no words to be said.
Respectful silence can express what must be exgatessich more eloquently.
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Our remembrance is not just of the past. We cathitad that the suffering of war
goes on. The First World War was not the war to &hdiars, as many had hoped
and prayed. A contemporary historian has said 2@# century was the most
murderous in recorded history. The total numbetezths caused by or associated
with its wars has been estimated at 187 million,agfuivalent of more than one in
ten of the world’s population in 1913

And the wars go on. And we know why. It is so e&syesort to violence. We

know that impulse when we fly off the handle inage&. We have seen it played
out in Northern Ireland for decades, violence bse@dlence. People in Northern
Ireland have said to me, we didn’t know what etsdd. The impulsive reaction to
violence will most likely suck you into that vortex escalating violence.

This Remembrance service offers us the opportaaitgflect on violence and its
consequences, in calm silence, and to recommittwasto the way of peace.

We call to mind the horror and futility of war. Wleemember the countless
multitudes who have suffered in the past, and treircuing suffering in our own
day; for some of us the memories will be much npeesonal, of loved ones lost
or whose lives were permanently affected througlrynor disability of body and
mind.

To reflect on such realities today can change ifeirRay Davey was a prisoner of
war in Germany during the Second World War. He eiag held on a castle over
looking a city. Other prisoners of war were heldthie city and he was allowed
visit them from time to time. One day he hadn’'t gbeted his list of visits and he
pleaded with his German guard to let him stay ftiglatrto finish his work in the
morning. But his guard refused and he was retutodus prison. That night he
heard the drone of planes, wave after wave. He wertis window and saw
Dresken in flames a massive incendiary attack éaguhe entire city; horrific
stories tell how the inferno was so vicious thaisth near the edge who ran to
escape were sucked back into its flames.

Ray Davey returned to Northern Ireland and decittedise that memory of
Dresden positively. He founded the Corrymeela comtyul4 years ago, and this
community of Catholics and Protestants in Northieetand, is still working for
peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland amdughout the world.
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We meet not to glorify war, but in our remembramdéewar to strengthen our
commitment to peace. In our first reading we hexrd vision where God would
sit in judgment among the nations and they shalt béheir swords into
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hoea&spn shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anyend’hose who engage in peace
building are doing God’s business. Peace and Rd@iron is the project which
God has committed himself to, and he calls us tori ourselves to working for
peace.

And so we remember today with thanksgiving, thehirdefense forces who have
been engaged in United Nations Peace Keeping dati€&entral America, Russia,
the former Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Lebanon, Irang,lrAfghanistan, Kuwalit,
Namibia, Western Sahara, Liberia and East Timod e remember those who
have given their lives in that cause of peace.vBitalso recognise that God calls
each one of us to work for justice and peace inwbdd which we touch and
influence. In our families, our work places, ounwuounities, our country and our
world. Jesus said, “Blessed be the peacemaketsdygrshall be called the children
of God.” May each of us play our part. Amen.

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

As in previous years contributions from the Cathé@rommunity continue to be
an important and vital part of our fund-raisingiatt and in the current economic
climate becomes increasingly so. In the currerdrioial year just over €10,000
has been contributed to the Cathedral Sustent&tiod whilst earlier in the year
the Dean’s Gift Day raised in excess of €39,345tia Cathedral Organ. With
only weeks to go before the end of our financiaryewould like to remind all
subscribers that there is still time to send inryoontributions in support of the
Cathedral’'s work and ministry.

The collections at the two Services of Nine Lessamd Carols (December 20 &
24) will be given to local charities. Last year wiere able to distribute over
€67,000 to over 50 Charitable groups. Should yourtsble to attend either of the
two services above but would like to help one @& @athedral's local charities
please send your contribution to me at the Cathéxfee.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity toist all readers of th€lose News
a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful 2009.
SH
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CANONS IN RESIDENCE

December 6 The Ven R.E.B White Prebendary of Castiek
December 13 The Revd C.W. Mullen Resident Preache
December 20 The Revd R.C. Reed Precento
December 25 The Very Revd R.B. MacCarthy Dean amih@ry
December 28 The Revd W.D. Sinnamon Chancellor

Services: Monday to Friday

09.40 Sung Matins (school term only)

11.05 Holy Eucharist (Wednesday and Thursday)only
17.45 Evensong

Services: Saturday

11.05 Holy Euchatrist (said in the Lady Chapel)
Services: Sunday

8.30 Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel)

11.15 Sung Eucharist / Matins

15.15 Evensong

Cathedral Contacts:

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449/453 9472)
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472)
Administrator: Mr Scott Hayes (453 9472)

Cathedral Supervisor: Mr Gavan Woods (475 4817)
Verger/Assistant Supervisor:Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817)
Cathedral Office:

Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey

Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart

Assistant Administrator: Mr Mark Bowyer

Organist and Master of the Choristers:Mr Peter Barley (453 0776)
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh
(475 3298)

Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374
E-mail: administrator@stpatrickscathedral.ie

website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie

Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub
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