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Close News — October 2009

OCTOBER DIARY

4 14.00 Open afternoon for prospective choristers
15.15 Past Choristers’ Evensong
11 15.15 Huguenot Commemoration Service and
presentation of the Girls’ Choir Friends’ Medal
17 14.00 Annual Swift Symposium
(prior registration required due to limited
numbers: please contact the cathedral office)
18 15.15 Annual Swift Commemoration
Preacher: Andrew Carpenter, M.A., Ph.D., M.R.l.LA
Emeritus Professor of English, UCD
21 18.30 Organ Recital: Richard Tanner
Organist and Director of Music, Blackburn Cathedral
Admission: €7.50/€5 (concession)
25

Services today are sung by the choir
of St Mary’s Church, Nottingham

THE OCTOBER PRAYER

On Sunday 11 October the annual Huguenot Commeronraakes place at
Evensong. Part of the Huguenot community exile®ublin worshipped in the
Lady Chapel using a French translation of the BobCommon Prayer.

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange ladsalm 137: 4)

Lord God of our ancestors,

you led your people from slavery to freedom;

guide us, your pilgrim people, with the fire anghit of your love,
that we, in all our cares and sorrows,

may follow you in faith, hope and love;

we ask this through him who is the way, the trutt the life,
even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CM
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THE DEAN’'S ENGAGEMENTS

On 10 September the Dean attended the annual dofndre Nikaen club at

Lambeth Palace while on 13 September he condudtedahnual service in

commemoration of the novelist Elizabeth Bowen agkig Church, Co. Cork. On

27 September he preached at the Harvest Thankggivitine cathedral parish and
on 3 October, he attends a dinner of the Ordett @B3arus at the Kings Inns. The
Dean gave a reception for the cathedral voluntear28 September. They had
previously been addressed in the Lady Chapel bydtigedral architect, Mr John
Beauchamp.

PAST CHORISTERS’ AND PAST PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION
Advance notice! The forthcomingeunion Evensongill take place on Sunday 4
October at 15.15. Also the annu&line and Savoury Eveningill take place on
Saturday 7 November. See the cathedral website at
http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie/past-pupils-cet@is.aspx or contact Stephen
Burleigh at 01 494 7460 for further details. Weoalsongratulate honorary
secretary, Helen Olliffe on her recent marriagédoian Bolton, which took place
in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin.,

OPEN AFTERNOON FOR PROSPECTIVE CHORISTERS

As the past choristers meet on Sunday 4 Octobere thill be an open afternoon
for prospective choristers. Starting at 14.00, ¢hevill be a welcome and

introductory tour followed by the chance to watdke tchoir rehearsing for

evensong which takes place at 15.15. Following sweg, tea will be served in the
choir school, during which there will be an oppaoity to speak with those

involved in the music. To book a place or for anytlier details, please contact
Peter Barley, Organist and Master of the Choristens 01 453 9472 or

peter.barley@stpatrickscathedral.ie

ANNUAL SWIFT SYMPOSIUM
The eighth Dublin international symposium on Joaatlswift takes place at the
Deanery on Saturday 17 October. The main theme yhe will be
. Prior registration will be
required as numbers are limited. To register pleasgact Mark Bowyer at the
cathedral office, or log on to the cathedral websgihere further details on how to
register are available.
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ANNUAL SWIFT COMMEMORATION SERVICE
On Sunday 18 October at 15.15, the annual commeimorservice of Jonathan
Swift will take place in the cathedral at which tbeeacher will be Andrew
Carpenter, emeritus professor of English at UCD wiilb speak on the subject
Swift on the art of getting older

CHORISTER AWARDS
On Sunday 28th June, it was a pleasure to holdllbester awards ceremony at
the start of evensong. It is always good to be ablecknowledge the boys’
progress and hard work, and also to remember tlporiance of the parents’
support of the choir.

The following prizes were awarded:

The Winstanley Medatl for the Senior Solo Chorister; the Lyster Prites Dr
George Hewson Memorial Prize and the Murphy Prieeevawarded to Cameron
Lowrie.

The Marchant Medat for good enunciation; and the Verso prize, vaavarded to
Daniel Aherne.

The Roger Medal presented for punctuality, good attendance ehalility; and
the Dean’s Prize, were awarded to James O’Reilly.

The Scott Medal- presented to the junior boy who has made the pragress
since entering the choir was awarded to Daniel Baan

The Miller Prize— presented to a boy who has contributed greattige choir, was
awarded to Stuart Perry.

The Saint Peter's Medat presented to an all-round musician, combiningdgo
singing and instrumental playing, was awarded tkeLHorner.

The Lay Vicars’ prize: Luke Corish.
The Organist’s Prize: Jake Horner.
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FAREWELL TO CAMERON LOWRIE

On Sunday 13 September we said farewell to chor@&eneron Lowrie. Cameron
had completed just over six years as a choristers—certainly a number of years
since a boy gave such long service to Saint P&ri€kameron began at the Choir
School in September 2002, and was promoted intchb& on 18 May 2003.

During his time as a chorister Cameron took parhany trips both in Ireland and
abroad, and many special occasions and servicestolins abroad included visits
to the UK, France and Germany and last year’s twigRoskilde in Denmark.
Amongst many extra events, Cameron took part insgexial ‘Creation for the
Coombe’ concert last year, and a variety of Chréstrooncerts over the years in
different venues. He represented Saint Patrickte@Edington Festival for three
years in a row (2005-7), and was also last yeahatCharles Wood Summer
School in Armagh.

Cameron received a number of prizes during his iim#he choir, including the
Lay Vicars’' Prize, the Scott Medal, the St Petdffedal and culminating in the
highest chorister award, the Winstanley Medal tier senior solo chorister.

Cameron’s two sisters continue in the girls’ chhrey both also attended the
Choir School) so it has truly been a family invahent in the cathedral’'s music.
We wish Cameron all the best for the future as bmticues his secondary
education, currently in transition year. We thairk for all his hard work whilst at
St Patrick’s.

NEWS FROM THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL
As a new school year begins we welcome our studeat& after the summer
holiday. We especially welcome our new teacherspamils. Thirty boys and girls
entered Form One, and other students have enteyszisanior classes.

On Friday 3 September our start of year service nedd in the cathedral lady
chapel. The Dean, Canon Patrick Lawrence and duwascChaplain, the Revd
David Oxley, officiated. In his address Mr Oxleymiaded the students how
fortunate they are to be part of the small andngacommunity that is the
Grammar School.
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This sense of belonging is one of the memoriesdsedf his own student days in
the Grammar School. Recounting the parable of tbedGSamaritan, Mr Oxley
prompted the students to remember their duty &f tmiothers so that all members
of the school community will thrive.

During the first week of term, Saint Patrick’s Alanperformed ‘Into the Woods’
by Stephen Sondheim in the Pavilion Theatre, Dungbaire. ‘Saint Patrick’s
Alumni’ is composed of both present and past sttsderimo worked together for
several months.

The show was a wonderful success and packed thkoRaweatre on each of the
three nights. Congratulations to all the cast anMary Casey and Lizzie Honan,
the producers.

The new prefects for the year 2009/10
also received their badges at the first
assembly. While the students settle down
to their studies, extra-curricular activities
are also commencing. Football, Drama,
Debating and the Cathedral Girls’ Choir
are all up and running and the Student
Council members are busy holding
elections for the current academic year.

Sylvia Hick, Principal

DEAN’'S GIFT DAY
Thank you to all those who have supported the B=@iit Daythis year. The total
amount raised so far is €39,245. It includes a \gagerous donation of £5,000
from Dean Griffin whose continuing care for thehsatral is much appreciated. It

IS not too late to send in your contribution to ttaghedral office if you haven't
already done so.

ORGAN RECITAL
The final organ recital in the 2009 series takex@lon 21 October at 18.30. The
recital will be given by Richard Tanner, organistdadirector of music at
Blackburn Cathedral. Admission to the recital isS87€5 concession. Please do
come along to support this event.
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DIT GRADUATIONS
It's that time of year again when DIT hold theiries of graduation ceremonies in

the cathedral for students who have successfultypdeted their courses. To that
end the cathedral will be closed for visiting ondid 31 October. We apologise
for any inconvenience this might cause.

RESTORATION WORK

Restoration work on the cathedral is done on an
ongoing basis subject, of course, to having the
necessary funds to continue to restore this
ancient building.

Investigative work and some restoration work
continue on the deanery and work has recently
started on the Lady Chapel to repair the slates
and lead work.

SOCIAL NETWORKING
Information concerning the cathedral can be foundnany places, not least our
newly designed website. You can also reach usaa@bookand now orwitter at
www.twitter.com/stpatsdulBoth links are available on the home page of our
website.

In these times of increased used of technology litaped that we may be able to
increase our ability for give people informatioeatonically, rather than in hard
copy. Those who opt to receive information via drhalp us to keep down the
costs involved in postage.

HARVEST FLOWERS
Our thanks to Pat Kane and her three helpers whe again managed to decorate

the vast cathedral for Harvest Thanksgiving.

DIARY AND EVENTS
Enclosed with this issue d@lose Newss the Dates for Diarygiving details of
events from October 2009 to January 2010, alondp wétails of forthcoming
concerts in December.



Close News — October 2009

SERMON PREACHED BY THE DEAN — HARVEST 2009
“The saying holds true ‘one sow’s another reapsbothers have laboured and you
have entered into their labours”

That text still has in Ireland the same agricultayaplication which it had in our

Lord’s time — for the most part farming is stillfamily affair with land handed

down from generation to generation in a family. iEvehen it isn’t, the farmers of

today are nonetheless the inheritors of the pagtether land was well treated or
run out with various forms of agricultural malpnaet Bad or good farming in the
past still affects us today —just as much as diffiweather conditions.

But it also points to the increasing inter-depem@eof nations — so much of what
we use and think we need comes from far away pladdseard it put well on the
radio recently — before someone leaves his hou#igimorning to go to work, he
has probably used a sponge from the South Pastf@p from somewhere else,
eaten cornflakes from North America, drunk tea fi®mLanka in Africa, or had
coffee from South America and maybe had an oranga fsrael. There was a
time when Irish people were almost self-sufficibatring the cup of tea (that went
hard with people in last Great War) but no long&wven Christian people fail to
think twice about where the contents of our supeketa come from, much less
what proportion of the price filters back to theogucer or what are the human
conditions where our food stuffs are made or groeug,. the Sri Lankan tea
producer suffers from appalling over-employment foalf the year and
unemployment at starvation level for the other .half

In a very harsh sense they have laboured and we é@tered into their labours.
Yet we actually care little about even the Christcaurch in far-off places. Yet
when it comes to the churches we ourselves useddbtine of_Sinn Féimwill
produce almost any sum required.

Others have laboured and we have entered intoldi®urs to pay our debts. But
let us think a bit more deeply about our inherias a church. Because I'm a
historian | perhaps have a clearer view about wiatChurch of Ireland was like
in past centuries: there were good and bad featdar@mong the worst things in
our past was our acquiescence in and willingnesbetefit economically and
socially from the unjust laws which penalised bd®mman Catholics and
Protestant dissenters.
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But let's concentrate on the good things for a maimehere was a faithfulness in
attending worship not just when there was nothisg en, but every Sunday and it
was made possible by treating public worship as ddetral thing on Sunday
around which everything else was made to revolbat &ttitude is certainly on the
decline.

Then another part of our heritage which goes rigdtk to the compilers of the
first prayer book of 1549 is the stress on parétpy worship that's why we
have so many versicles and responses in Morningeaeding Prayer. In an age
when only an elite could read, everyone could ledfithe responses and so take a
real share in what was offered to God. Nowadaysy®ne can read — but |
sometimes doubt it when | hear the subdued mutiechwpasses for participation
in so much of our worship. When | take Holy commonnto the old and blind |
never cease to be moved by the clarity and accusgttywhich they can join in
the service form memory. Will the present generabe able to do as well?

Another inheritance from the past is architecturanly the best design and
materials was thought to be good enough for a plabere God was to be
worshipped. Saint Catherine’s in Thomas Street lwalt in 1765 and is probably
the finest 18th century church in Dublin. Thereswabviously a lot of
development in this area in the later 19th centurgt according to the foundation
stone at the entrance this much less architecamnditious church was opened for
worship in 1896 when Lord Plunket was ArchbishoDablin. It was of course
originally a chapel of ease to St Catherine’s iroifilas Street and was called St
Victor’'s until 1969. The spacious rectory on tloener of Donore Avenue and the
South Circular Road was built at the about the sthme.

Lets turn now to think of our spirituatheritance here and in the Church of Ireland
generally — we seem to have forgotten the old Liagabout the church “Semper
Reformanda — always to be in process of being reformed. e@ivthe
transformation which the Roman Catholic Churchraldnd has undergone since
Vatican Il (in spite of rather than because ofig@rarchy) it could well claim to be
the Reformed church in Ireland today. So oftendharch of Ireland seems to
display a social rather than a religious characténe sign of this is the fact that
the teaching of religious education in our secopgdahools is way behind in terms
both of time given to it and professionalism ofdieiag to that given in the schools
under Roman Catholic management. The cry goedbp parents don’t want it”
— if true that rather proves my point.
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What we need in the Church of Ireland is a new mues@ of the spirit in the face
of contemporary challenges to the faith of Chridhd that would be no new thing
— fresh initiatives of the spirit have charactedigbe Christian church right from
the start. The famous Celtic monasteries were sawpy by the Viking invaders.
Then in the early middle ages the first of thegielis orders — Benedictines and
then Cistercians arose to waken a secularised laegisg church. They in turn
became slack and unattractive and the Friars arosbeir place whose vows
encouraged them to be on the move among the pasgdesachers and confessors.

They in turn lost their missionary zeal and whee ttontinental Reformation
eventually washed up on the Irish shore very feiwvaenembers were to be found
in the Irish monasteries at their dissolution ama&l pattern has been repeated in the
history of all our post-Reformation churches. \Wvat about that! Let's now
turn the spotlight on ourselves — for communityidfel and perhaps even more
importantly community assumptions are formed thiotlge attitudes, beliefs and
assumptions of individuals. So think thereforgati will of the various seeds that
were planted in your life — at your baptism, at yoonfirmation, on your wedding
day maybe. Seeds of Christian faith, idealism laowdlest values planted by your
father and mother and all those who have lovedamiliinfluenced you for good.
What have you done with those seeds?

Have you been stony ground or allowed the thorhghat is misleadingly called
the good life, to choke them out or have you gitleem space to grow and take
over your life?

This harvest festival time with its message of Gdaarvest now and at the end of
all things is a good time for each of us to be mgkhose questions of ourselves —
“mindful of the fact that so many have laboured disrand we have entered into
their labours.

Amen.

-10 -
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CANONS IN RESIDENCE

October 4 The Revd R. Warren Prebendary of Taney
October 11 The Revd C. Mullen Prebendary of Rathael
October 18 The Revd G. Dunstan Prebendary of Swords
October 25 The Revd T. Gillian Prebendary of Domagte

Services: Monday to Friday

11.05 Holy Eucharist
(Said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesday and Tlay)sd
17.45 Choral Evensong
Services: Saturday
11.05 Holy Eucharist (Said in the Lady Chapel)
Services: Sunday
8.30 Holy Eucharist (Said in the Lady Chapel)
11.15 Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins
15.15 Choral Evensong

Cathedral Contacts:

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449/453 9472)
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472)
Administrator: Mr Scott Hayes (453 9472)

Cathedral Supervisor: Mr Gavan Woods (475 4817)
Verger/Assistant Supervisor:Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817)
Cathedral Office:

Dean’s Secretary: Mrs Jennifer Hickey

Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart

Assistant Administrator: Mr Mark Bowyer

Organist and Master of the Choristers:Mr Peter Barley (453 0776)
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir: Mr David Leigh
(475 3298)

Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472 Facsimile: 454 6374
E-mail: administrator@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie

Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub
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