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��� � THE APRIL DIARY 
 
17 11:15 Palm Sunday Sung Eucharist 

Celebrant: The Rt Revd T.R. Williams 
Bishop of Limerick & Killaloe 

21 17:30 Maundy Thursday 
Sung Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar 

22 11:15 Good Friday Matins  
Preacher: The Revd Dr J.R. Bartlett 

 15:15 Good Friday: The Proclamation of the Cross 
Preacher: The Revd Dr J.R. Bartlett 

24 11:15 Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist 
Preacher: The Dean 

 15:15 Easter Sunday Festal Evensong 

 
 
��� � THE APRIL PRAYER 
 
On 20 April 1179 a bull of Pope Alexander III included the church of St. Patrick in 
insula in a list confirming the possessions of the diocese of Dublin. This papal 
document confirms the existence of the church that subsequently became Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 
 
‘…I shall set your stones in the finest mortar, and lay your foundations with 
sapphires.’ (Isaiah 54: 10) 
 
Great is your faithfulness, O God our Father, 
and great is our joy in all your wondrous works. 
We thank you for your servants who raised a church to your glory, 
and for the ancient sacredness of the place where we now worship. 
Continue, we pray, your blessings to us today; 
that looking back to your mercies through the ages 
we may look forward to your faithfulness which is for ever; 
made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
CM 
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��� � NEW MEMBER OF THE CHAPTER 
 
The Bishop of Clogher has informed me that the new representative canon for 
Clogher is to be the Revd E.R.G. West, B.A., B.Th., who has been incumbent of 
the parish of Derryvullan North since 2006. Both he and Canon Poulton will be 
installed at Evensong on 1st May.  
RM 
 
��� � LET THEM EAT CAKE…  
 
The Choir and School Association will be selling cakes in the Cathedral to raise 
funds for the forthcoming choir tour to the U.K. The sale will take place on 
Sunday mornings 3rd April, Palm Sunday 17th April and Easter Sunday 24th April, 
after service. Please support the parents in this worthwhile fund raising effort.  
 
��� � NOTES FROM SAINT PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL  
 
March is synonymous with the Wesley College Inter-schools’ Music festival. This 
excellent event is run by Wesley College each year and it provides a platform for 
some magnificent music-making by students from Dublin and further afield. 
Grammar School students enter the competition each year and we tend to ‘punch 
above our weight’. This year was no exception. Our small choir won the 
competition for unaccompanied choirs; our large choir came joint second with 
Kilkenny College in the four-part senior choir competition; Harry Meehan in form 
5 won the organ solo and Sorina Popa in form 3 came joint third in the under 16 
piano solo.  
 
First- and second-year students are off to Barcelona on a school tour in early April. 
They will spend a few days enjoying the unique Gaudi architecture as well as 
visiting Monserrat, Park Guell and Newcamp stadium. 
 
Round 1 offers for first-year places in September 2012 have been posted recently 
and there is a considerable waiting list remaining. Anyone interested in a place for 
his or her child should download an application form from our website 
www.stpatrickscgs.ie and send the completed form to the Principal as soon as 
possible. Owing to cancellations a few places have arisen in form I for September 
2011. Again, applications should be sent to the Principal. 
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Please make your cheque payable to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and send it to Mr 
Stuart Nicholson at the Cathedral office. 
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��� � CLOSE NEWS via E-MAIL 
 
In order to reduce the cost of publishing and distributing Close News, we are 
endeavouring to distribute the magazine by e-mail to as many readers as possible. 
We request that, should you wish to receive your copy in electronic format, you 
send an e-mail message to elizabeth.lowrie@stpatrickscathedral.ie and a copy of 
each month’s edition will be sent to you at your e-mail address. 
 
 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL RENOVATIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
An access lift has been installed in the 
south-west porch to make visits to the 
Cathedral much easier for wheel-chair 
users and their carers.  
 
 
 
 
 
Glass doors have been installed (see 
picture on the left for a ‘before and 
after’ view), and we await the arrival of 
a new Welcome Desk which is due 
imminently. These renovations will 
mark a huge improvement to the 
entrance of the Cathedral. 
 
 

 
 

  Work in progress: an insiders’ view… 
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��� �  NEWS FROM SAINT PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CHOIR SCHOOL 
 
The Spring term has been long and productive in the Choir School. All classes 
visited The Ark in January to try out new craft programmes in preparation of an 
exhibition which is currently running in The Ark. 
As part of the Music Programme, all classes have been learning to play the tin 
whistle. I’m sure parents have enjoyed the early morning practice sessions! Pupils 
are starting to prepare a planting area for beans, lettuce and strawberries will take 
part in the ‘Incredible Edibles Challenge’. The Great Famine of the 1840s is part 
of the History studies for the senior classes and these pupils have written a book of 
stories based on the theme. The school received a letter from Alice Leahy, founder 
of Trust, thanking the pupils for the collection of warm clothing which they 
donated during January. Finally, congratulations to Ben, who made the final three 
candidates in the all-Ireland auditions for Billy Elliot. 
Applications are currently being accepted for the School and Choir. It would be of 
great assistance to the Choir and School if people could recommend them to other 
parents and/or interested parties. 
 
 
��� �  SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 
 
This year, to mark Saint Patrick’s festival, the Cathedral was bathed in green light 
every evening from 16th to 20th March. This produced a wonderful effect on the 
building and was well received. To honour our National Saint, all visitors to the 
Cathedral on Saint Patrick’s Day were presented with a sprig of shamrock. Some 
twenty buildings in Dublin also ‘went green’ for the Saint Patrick’s Festival, 
including The National Museum – (Decorative Arts & History, Collins’ Barracks), 
The Guinness Storehouse, the RDS, the National Concert Hall, the Convention 
Centre and The O2. 
This is part of a world-wide effort to mark Saint Patrick’s day; with Table 
Mountain, the Sydney Opera House, the London Eye, Toronto’s CN Tower and 
New York’s Empire State Building all being illuminated in green this year. Our 
thanks go to Vincent Doherty and his crew for their efforts in the ‘verdification’ 
project. 
There was a large congregation at the Saint Patrick’s Day Sung Eucharist, at which 
the preacher was Bishop Willie Walsh, recently retired of Killaloe. 
 



 
Close News - April 2011 

 

 
��� � RTÉ BROADCAST 
 
Canon Mullen devised and lead a broadcast service on RTÉ Radio 1 to celebrate 
Saint Patrick’s Day. The service was broadcast at 10:45am on Sunday 20 March. It 
featured the boy choristers, directed by Mr Stuart Nicholson, and they were 
accompanied on guitar and organ by Victoria Green and David Leigh respectively. 
The sermon took the form of an interview by Canon Mullen of two of the 
choristers. 
 
 
 

 
 

The choristers pictured before their interview with Tony Lyons (Producer),  
Martin Moran (Sound Engineer) and Canon Mullen. 
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��� � PAST CHORISTERS’ AND PUPILS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
A very well-attended reunion dinner of the Past Choristers’ and Pupils Association 
was held in the Masonic Hall on March 26th. Many thanks are due to Stephen 
Burleigh and the committee for making all this possible. Many of those present 
had come from far afield, including Vernon Goodchild from Worcestershire. The 
singing was led by the Succentor, the Revd David Oxley. Solos were sung by Mr 
Roger Pickett and the Dean’s Vicar, and the Dean gave a speech. 
 
 
��� � THE AUTHORISED VERSION OF THE BIBLE 
 
This year marks the 400th Anniversary of the Authorised Version of the Bible. The 
passing of this milestone was marked at Evensong on Sunday 13 March. The Revd 
Denis Campbell, Minister of Saint Andrew’s Presbyterian churches in Blackrock 
and Bray, gave an informative and entertaining address. The Lessons were read 
from the Authorised (or ‘King James’) Version of the Bible. A copy of this sermon 
is printed below. 
 
��� � SERMON PREACHED BY THE REVD G D CAMPBELL ON 13 MARC H 
 
In March 1603 old Queen Elizabeth died in the palace at Richmond on the 
Thames.  Immediately Sir Robert Carey leapt into action.  Already he had a string 
of horses posted all the way to Scotland and he rode night and day to Edinburgh.  
Once he fell heavily from the saddle and was kicked in the face by his horse, so he 
was covered with mud and blood when he arrived at Holyrood Palace.  Ushered 
into the Royal bedchamber the dishevelled Carey knelt and greeted King James VI 
of Scotland with the news that he was now King of England also. The king was 
overjoyed.  The long years of waiting were at last ended.  The monarch of 
impoverished, cantankerous, wind-swept, Presbyterian Scotland would now 
prepare to travel south in style to preside over the prosperous farmland and 
profitable trading ports and magnificent cathedrals of wealthy England.  
 
The brutal and unkind Calvinist tutors who educated James did their work well.  
He was cultured and well-read.  He wrote poetry and enjoyed music.  He spoke 
Ancient Greek and Latin and was fluent in French.  He translated the Psalms into 
English.  He was a scholar; and intellectual and a theologian. 
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In 1603 England was ready for new beginnings.  The English wanted a peaceful 
transfer of power, something never guaranteed in those days when might was 
right. The English wanted peace with their neighbours and an end to the expensive 
wars with Spain that had plagued Elizabeth’s reign. The English wanted peace 
within the Church of England where high church and puritan factions clashed 
continually.  They had heard good reports about James, especially the fact that on 
his twenty-first birthday he had ordered the noblemen of Scotland, those proud 
aristocrats so eager to draw swords in anger, to vow to live in peace with one 
another.  As a token of this James persuaded them to walk through the streets of 
Edinburgh hand in hand. So the new monarch brought in a new era of hope.  James 
took a month to travel from Scotland’s windy, rain-drenched capital to the sunlit 
city on the Thames.  On the way south he was joined by nobility, gentlemen and 
chancers.  It was a travelling pageant, the like of which no one had ever seen.  
James was greeted by cheering crowds in each city, entertained in the great 
mansions of the aristocracy and flattered by all and sundry as he dispenses 
earldoms and knighthoods and money.  A new Jacobean age was dawning and it 
began full of hope. 
 
From the beginning of his reign in England the shrewd James saw that he had to 
do something about the English Church.  There was a general feeling that the 
English Reformation was not complete.  If it were, then why were there so many 
disputes in the church between High Church ritualists and Puritan Calvinists?  
James’ solution to all this strife was a great conference of leading churchmen.  In 
calling the conference James claimed to face both ways.  We hold that bishops are 
agreeable to God’s word and near to the condition of the primitive church, “ he 
said “But we hold that some things used in this church are scandalous. 
 
He saw himself as uniquely qualified to find a solution to the problem by virtue of 
the Divine Right of Kings. He stated with confidence, Our royal majesty, having 
some sparkles of the Divinity, will settle the conflict. But he issued a warning to 
anyone who might expect to use the conference to score points for one side or the 
other.  We will never countenance tumult, sedition and violence he said, nor will 
we tolerate open invectives and indecent speeches. The banks of the Thames were 
encrusted with ice as the distinguished churchmen arrived at the palace of 
Hampton Court early on the morning of 11 January, 1604.  Huge fires were 
blazing in the fireplaces to warm the bodies, if not the hearts of the anxious 
ecclesiastics.  The Lord Bishops of London, Durham, Winchester and Worcester,  
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St David’s, Chichester, Carlyle and Peterborough were robed in the Episcopal 
finery which marked out their enthusiasm for ritual to the fury of the  
 
Puritans who deplored such frippery. No clergy of Presbyterian convictions were 
summoned to this hand-picked conference.  James had had enough of 
Presbyterianism back in Scotland. Only four Puritans had been invited and they 
were given a bench separate from the bishops as if to denote their inferior status.  
Their modest dress contrasted with the bishops’ ornate attire. These were moderate 
Puritans, Calvinist in theology but very much part of the English establishment.  
Their leader was John Reynolds, Master of Corpus Christi College in Oxford. 
 
Just before eleven o’clock the churchmen were ushered into the Presence 
Chamber.  James began the conference by ordering the four Puritans to leave the 
room, leaving only the bishops and deans.  He then began a theological argument 
in which he did most of the talking. To upset the bishops the King pretended to be 
a Puritan himself and goaded them with Puritan arguments, which he presented in 
blunt, crude and vulgar language. James knew well that coarse speech in a 
monarch who holds all the cards can be most disconcerting for those who hear it. 
On the second day of the conference James welcomed the four Puritans.  They 
knelt before him in some alarm. Here was a ruler as learned in theology as they 
were and with the power to destroy their careers.  The interview lasted five hours 
with James again doing most of the talking.  Again he was rude, crude and earthy 
in speech.  He challenged them to produce a single proof from scripture which 
outlawed bishops, confirmation, the sign of the cross at baptism, wearing of the 
surplice, and kneeling to receive communion.  On the issue of kneeling the king’s 
argument was pressed home by a rhetorical question. Do ye pretend, he asked 
mischievously, Do ye pretend that God will have us worship him like elephants, as 
if we had no joints in our knees? 
 
Then John Reynolds, the leader of the Puritans, made a big mistake.  On the issue 
of church government he asked if a bishop should be the sole ruler of his diocese 
or if he should consult a committee of other ministers.  But Reynolds used the 
wrong word; he used the one word which was bound to drive the king into a fury.  
He used the word “Presbytery”.  James, recalling his upbringing under harsh 
Presbyterian tutors and the argumentative mood of the Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, flew into a rage.  A Presbytery! he roared.  A PRESBYTERY! If you aim 
at a Scots Presbytery, it agreeth as well with monarchy as God and the devil!  
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Fixing Reynolds with those shifty eyes now filled with fire he roared his 
judgement.  “NO BISHOP, NO KING!” At this point the battered and bruised 
Reynolds somehow found the courage to venture a suggestion.  May your majesty 
be pleased,” he asked.  “May your Majesty be pleased that the Bible be new 
translated? The quick-witted king saw how he could gain an advantage in such a 
move.  How he hated the popular Geneva Bible which used the word “tyrant” 
more than 400 times.  He responded to Reynold’s request with enthusiasm. Let 
special care be taken over one uniform translation,” he said. “Let it be done by the 
best learned men of both universities, after them to be reviewed by the bishops and 
the chief learned men of the church.  From them let it be presented to the Privy 
Council, and lastly to be ratified by our Royal authority. Then let this new Bible be 
read in the whole church and no other translation. So more by accident than 
design out of this conference clouded by the resentments of the clergy and spiced 
by the King’s vulgarity emerged a translation of the Bible that would be a thing of 
beauty and harmony and would cause the King’s name to be held in honour long 
after all his many faults had been consigned to past history. 
 
It was a good time in which to translate the Bible anew. The Church of England 
was blessed by men learned in the ancient languages and able in theology.  The 
land of England was blessed by a reverence for the spoken word. Every citizen 
heard two or three hour-long sermons every Sunday so people were used to 
listening for the Word of God.  Moreover poetical expression in English was at its 
height. Poetry was greatly valued by the general public and in the theatre an 
accomplished character-actor called Will Shakespeare was at the height of his 
powers as a playwrite. 
 
There were to be six committees of translators, meeting at Oxford, Cambridge and 
Westminster.  Three would work on the Old Testament, two the New Testament 
and one on the Apocrypha.  There would be fifty-four translators in all.  And what 
would emerge would be something which can only be strange in our 
understanding, a work of art created by a committee!  Equally hard for us to 
understand is that when these learned scholars discussed how best to translate 
Greek and Hebrew into English, the language they used was Latin, the tongue of 
the learned and educated!  Earlier translations were to be consulted and here the 
work of the sixteenth century Reformer, William Tyndale at last came into 
prominence.  It is calculated that around ninety per cent of the King James Bible 
stems from Tyndale’s work. 
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The new Bible can claim ecumenical credentials. Despite a reference in the 
Preface to so-called “Popish persons” who wish to keep the people “in ignorance 
and darkness”, the translators did not hesitate to make use of the Roman Catholic 
Douai English translation and also the scholarly work of the Jesuits.  
 
At this point St Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin enters the story. Or to be more 
precise, part of the unfinished translation crossed the Irish Sea to this great church. 
James Ussher, then the Chancellor of Saintt Patrick’s, had asked for part of the 
work in progress to be sent to him for the use of Dr William Daniel, then the 
Treasurer of this Cathedral, who was working on a translation of the Bible into 
Irish and presumably wished to consult the new English version.  
 
The climax of the translator’s work was the final revision which took place in 
Stationers Hall in London. There over the course of many months in 1610 the 
translators’ work was read aloud verse by verse. If no objections or alternatives 
were voiced, the reading proceeded, but if there were interruptions, then serious 
discussion and debate ensued.  They read it aloud because this Bible was meant to 
be heard.  It was clear to all that if a sentence sounded right it was right. The new 
Bible was at last completed and published in 1611. On nearly every page there is 
majesty, clarity, directness, beauty and deep musicality of language. The new 
translation of the Bible was the one lasting source of light to shine out of the reign 
of the brilliant but unpleasant King James.  It was a product of the great dawn of 
hope that marked the beginning of his time on the throne. For one brief moment in 
James’ reign the divine light really did shine brilliantly. God’s light shone – and 
still shines – from the Bible which bears his name. 
 
The Bible that bears the name of that flawed monarch has gone around the world 
and has entered the consciousness and the hearts of people wherever the English 
language is spoken.  Just think of the phrases that trip off the tongue in everyday 
speech which owe their origin to James’s great enterprise. For example: 
 

·  Am I my brother’s keeper? 
·  I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 
·  They have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind. 
·  Perfect love casteth out fear. 
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Many of the great speeches that have moved the hearts of men and women quote 
or echo the King James Bible. Listen to President Barack Obama’s inauguration 
address quoting First Corinthians: We remain a young nation.  But in the words of 
Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things.  The time has come to 
reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward that 
precious gift, that noble idea passed on from generation to generation: the God-
given promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a chance to pursue 
their full measure of happiness. 
 
The sonorous phrases of the King James Bible carry an air of irreproachable 
authority which is the essence of sacred ritual. It never sounds petty or trivial.  It 
gives out a shared confidence and authority that is one of the greatest monuments 
to the suppression of the ego. The translators of this Bible knew well that 
ordinariness is not the Bible’s subject. The translators of this Bible knew well that 
the Word of God is a thing of beauty and should sound beautiful.  The translators 
of this Bible knew well that the World of God has authority and should sound 
authoritative. The translators of this Bible knew well that Scripture never flatters 
the human ego, but rather worships the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Thanks be 
to God. 
 
 
��� � SERMON PREACHED BY BISHOP WILLIE WALSH ON 17 MARCH.  
 
La ‘Le Phadraig 2011: St. Patrick’s Day 2011. 
A few weeks prior to St. Patrick’s Day of 1959 I was ordained to the priesthood in 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
Saint Patrick’s Day of that time was a day on which we proclaimed, sometimes 
rather loudly, our pride in our Irishness, in our catholicity. 
We spoke proudly of being the most catholic (meaning Roman Catholic) country 
in Europe. 
Our seminaries and houses of religious were full of bright young people. 
Our churches were crowded. 
Our missionaries were carrying the good news of Christ across the world. 
Our pride in and our sense of wellbeing as church were understandable at that 
time. I would also understand however if our brother/sister Christian Churches 
might have sensed our celebration as somewhat triumphalist and less than 
inclusive. 
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All has changed in the intervening years. Certainly in my own Church 
triumphalism is well and truly over and I do not regret its passing. Revelations of 
recent years have left many of us humbled. And perhaps that is a good position to 
be in for a Church that preaches a humble Christ as a model for our inspiration.  
Thankfully too there is a much greater realisation today that La ‘Le Phadraig 
belongs to all of us – to those of us of Christian faith, of other faiths and of none, 
to those whose families have been here for generations and to those who have 
come here in recent years. And La ‘le Phadraig 2011 calls for a different kind of 
celebration, a different understanding of our Irishness, than the Patrick’s Day of 
half a century ago. 
 
Of course there is much that we can still be proud of on this 2011 feast of Patrick. 
We can and should still salute and celebrate the millions of people who constitute 
the Irish diaspora.  
We celebrate:  

1. The thousands of young Irish working (with voluntary organisations such as 
Trocaire, Concern, Goal and others) to try and help the poorest of the poor  
towards a better life. And your own “The Bishops ’Appeal” which addresses 
world poverty. 

2. We salute the men and women of our armed forces on international peace-
keeping missions. 

3. We remember the past and present day missionaries from all our churches. 
However, the pervading sense of my being Irish on this La ‘Le Phadraig 2011 is 
that of a citizen whose country has a great deal to be proud of in its past but is now 
in significant crisis economically, socially and spiritually. Equally, it may be said 
that despite our difficulties there is Hope for the future in that unique spirit of co-
operation and neighbourly support which we Irish people have brought in the past 
to various human crises marked by a spirit of hard work, creativity and innovation.  
Our sense of hope however must not deny the present reality facing our country 
and the immense challenge it is to that unique Irish spirit. Most of us are only too 
well aware of the financial turmoil that has gripped our country in recent times. 
That turmoil is sometimes measured in economic statistics which in themselves are 
frightening. It is far more frightening however when these statistics translate into 
thousands of stories of human suffering – stories of people who have lost their 
jobs, their businesses, their life-savings and even their homes. It is hard for those 
of us who are not so affected to imagine what it must be like for fathers and  
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mothers frightened by the prospect of not having a home in which they can rear 
their children in security and love. 
 
We have a new government in place and we hope and pray that they may provide 
us with the necessary leadership to help us get through this crisis. We have 
however been reminded time and time again that we cannot and will not overcome 
this crisis unless we find a new sense of solidarity in which those of us who are 
lucky to have jobs are willing to share the pain involved in trying to get it right. 
 
I believe that our Christian faith can and indeed should contribute in a special way 
to that renewed sense of solidarity. That solidarity is rooted in the Christian call to  
love of neighbour, the Christian call to care for those in need, the Christian call to 
“ bear each other’s burdens” (Gal.6:2). That solidarity is not just about donating to 
charity. It is also about justice. It is about people working together in mutual trust. 
It is about employer and employees working together for the benefit of all. It is 
about particular interest groups accepting their responsibility not just to wield their 
power for their own benefit without consideration for the common good. It is 
about all of us working to a vision of society where every person has an 
opportunity to live a dignified life. It is about seriously challenging a consumerist 
capitalist system which has too easily accepted a grossly inequitable distribution of 
the fruits of our labours. The task is not an easy one. It is a task which requires a 
real sense of Christian generosity. 
 
At times like this we sometimes hear people say “I have worked hard for what I 
have got” somehow implying that it is unfair to expect them to carry the burdens 
of others. This attitude is understandable, but it fails to recognise the Christian 
viewpoint that much of what we have is in fact received as “gift” from God.  
I was fortunate to grow up in good farming land in North Tipperary I was gifted 
with a fairly normal secure family life. I was gifted by always having sufficient 
food and shelter and never in serious want. I was gifted with years of education 
and I believe that the vast majority of us who are gathered here in this St. Patrick’s 
cathedral today have been similarly gifted. Surely a sense of gratitude for this 
giftedness ought to characterise our lives at this time rather than any sense of a 
hardening of heart towards those who are in need of our help. 
 
The late Pope John Paul II in a letter which he wrote at the beginning of the new 
millennium spoke of the need for Christians to recognise that the gifts given us are  
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not gifts for us alone but gifts to be shared.  That recognition that the gifts we have 
are gifts to be shared is at the heart of Christian solidarity. 
 
Our churches in recent years have been muted in regard to our rich social teaching 
developed over the years. That muteness at least on the part of my own Church 
was probably due to the fact that trust in our Church had been so severely damaged 
by revelation of scandal. It is time to find our voice again, to find our voice not to 
dictate to democratically elected leaders but to challenge ourselves in our role as 
Christian citizens. The Irish Episcopal Conference has recently found its voice in 
the shape of a letter entitled “From Crisis to Hope”. I believe it is a letter which 
would find agreement among all Christian Churches. The letter speaks of a new 
vision inspired by the belief in the “inalienable worth of every individual” as 
created in the image and likeness of God and offers a response to the present 
situation, a response that is founded on hope and on a commitment to the common 
good. 
 
Over the past twenty years we saw individualism grow out of control in our 
society. That attitude of rampant individualism fed and in turn was fed by our 
Celtic Tiger and ultimately led to its demise. Christian solidarity is the antithesis of 
the excess of individualism which has done so much damage to our society. 
 
In recent years Ireland has indeed suffered significant failure of our institutions 
(including the Catholic Church) with a consequent loss of trust in our banks, our 
regulatory agencies and many other state agencies including the government 
itself.We have been angry and justifiably angry at what has happened to our 
country and for those who are still suffering deeply as a result it is hard to let that 
anger go. And yet we cannot allow ourselves as a people to become so immersed 
in our anger that we cannot move forward together in solidarity and in hope. 
Solidarity and Hope remind us of the people of Japan who are suffering so much at 
his time as the result of a horrendous natural disaster. On this our national day of 
celebration our hearts go out to the people of Japan and we pray for their 
wellbeing. 
 
La ‘Le Phadraig: a time for Christian gratitude for the gifts we have received.  
La ‘Le Phadraig: a time for bearing each other’s burdens even when the bearing is 
painful.  
La ‘Le Phadraig: a time for a renewed spirituality of Christian solidarity and Hope. 
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��� � CATHEDRAL SERVICES 
 

Sunday 
08.30   The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins  
15.15   Choral Evensong 
 

Monday to Friday 
09.00   Sung Matins (during school term) 
11.05 The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saints’ Days and Festivals) 
17.30   Choral Evensong 
 

Saturday 
11.05   The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL CANONS-IN-RESIDENCE 
 

April 3 The Revd I.M. Ellis Prebendary of Newcastle 
April 10 The Revd J. P.O. Barry Prebendary of St. Audoen’s 
April 17 The Ven. R. Warren Prebendary of Taney 
April 24 The Very Revd R.B. MacCarthy Dean and Ordinary 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL CONTACTS 
 

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 / 453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Administrator: Mr Gavan Woods (453 9472) 
Cathedral Manager/Verger: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Assistant Manager: Mr Chris Nicholson (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary and Office Manager: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Stuart Nicholson (453 9472) 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir:  
Mr David Leigh (475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472; Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 


