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��� � THE MAY DIARY 
 
1 15:15 Evensong 

The Installation of Canons 
15 15:15 Changing Attitude Ireland 

Evensong to mark International Day against 
Homophobia 

Preacher: Canon Ginnie Kennerley 
21 13:30 – 16:00 Visit of Bell ringers from all over Ireland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
��� � THE MAY PRAYER 
 
On 19 May 1868 Sir Benjamin Lee Guinness died. His restoration of the fabric of 
the Cathedral was completed in 1865. His statue, located between the south aisle 
and The Close, was restored in 2005. 
 
Thy servants think upon her stones, and it pitieth them to see her in the dust.  
(Psalm 102: 14) 
 
O Lord God of hosts, whose dwelling-place is most dear to us; 
grant that we may so faithfully serve you in your house on earth, 
that we may come to rejoice with you in your heavenly courts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
CM 
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��� � NOTES FROM SAINT PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL  
 
At the Joint Managerial Body (JMB) conference for secondary school principals 
recently Ruairi Quinn spoke of the changes urgently needed in our education 
system. Changes to improve literacy and numeracy were foremost in his mind 
following the recent OECD report in which Ireland has dropped from 5th to 17th 
place in reading. Perhaps one reason for the decline was provided by Ferdia Kelly, 
General Secretary of the JMB, when he quoted some statistics of his own; namely 
that Ireland is currently ranked 30th out of 33 countries in terms of expenditure on 
education and 27th out of 29 countries when per capita investment in each second 
level pupil is measured. With funding tighter than ever before it looks as if schools 
have a very large mountain to climb. 
Ms McCarthy accompanied Eva O’Hare, Eabha McKeever and Elsie Walsh to 
Griffith College recently for the schools fashion design competition. About sixty 
students from all over Ireland participated. Their brief was to design, make and 
model a complete outfit using old or recycled materials. Eva designed an outfit, 
making it both at home and in Ms McCarthy’s fashion and jewellery club. Eabha 
was her model while Elsie was in charge of hair and make-up. The whole show 
was very professional and the students had a wonderful day out. Ms McCarthy 
intends making the show a focus for senior members of the fashion club next year. 
SH 
 
 
��� � LET THEM EAT CAKE…  
 
The Choir School and Parents’ Association wish to express their thanks to all who 
supported their latest fund raising adventure. They were delighted with the support 
from parents, Cathedral staff and members of the congregation who purchased 
cakes during the three coffee mornings that were held after Sunday morning 
services during the month of April. The money raised will cover some of the costs 
involved in taking the choir on tour to the U.K. this summer. 
 
A team of 7 chorister mothers has also embarked on a rigorous (!) training 
schedule in preparation for this year's Mini-Marathon, which takes place on 
Monday June 6.  There will be a sponsorship form located either behind the 
Welcome Desk or at the Cathedral Shop from the beginning of May, and your 
support will be most appreciated! 
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Please make your cheque payable to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and send it to Mr 
Stuart Nicholson at the Cathedral office. 
 



 
Close News - May 2011 

 

 
��� � DISTINGUISHED VISITS 
 
Fr Anthony Talbot, accompanied by Dr John Gilmartin, visited the Cathedral to 
view and photograph the tomb of his collateral ancestor, Archbishop Richard 
Talbot who was Archbishop of Dublin 1417–49. The brass memorial which is 
located in the quire, was restored by the 1st Earl of Iveagh. Fr Talbot hopes that 
the photograph will appear in a history of the Talbot family which he is writing. 
Saint Patrick’s owes the foundation of its college of minor canons to Archbishop 
Talbot. 
Canon Jeremy Davies preached at the Sung Eucharist on March 20. He is 
Precentor of Salisbury Cathedral with which we have close architectural links. 
 
 
��� � THE TREASURER RESIGNS 
 
Canon Cecil Mills has announced his retirement to take effect on June 30 next. 
Ordained in 1967, for much of his ministry he has been connected with Saint 
Patrick’s – he became a minor canon in 1969 and then Succentor in 1977. Elected 
to the Chapter in 1992 he was appointed Treasurer by the Dean in 2002. 
Meanwhile he has been an exemplary parish priest, first in Skerries, and since 
1986, in Holy Trinity, Killiney. We will miss him from the Cathedral where he 
was careful to keep his residence and was a frequent occupant of his stall at 
Sunday Evensong. 
 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL RENOVATIONS 
 
The Cathedral has had two new glass doors installed at the entrance in the south-
west porch and a new Welcome Desk. The new renovations mark a big change to 
the Cathedral making the entrance very welcoming to visitors and those attending 
services. We apologise for the disruption to visitors during this period of change.  
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��� � REMEMBRANCE EVENT 
 
The Japanese community held a commemoration in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral of 
the victims of the recent earthquake in Japan. Those present were welcomed by the 
Dean, and in particular he welcomed the aides de camp of H.E. the President and 
An Taoiseach, H.E. the Japanese ambassador and the deputy Lord Major of 
Dublin.  
The commemoration was introduced by Dr Yvriko Kayanoto of the Japanese 
Foundation and included poems by W.B. Yeats and Seamas Heaney. Irish 
traditional music was played on Irish harps during the lighting of individual 
candles. The commemoration was begun and ended by violin solos played by 
Ikvko Takahashi.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Canon Robert Reed, The Deputy Lord Mayor, The Dean, H.E. Mr Toshinao Urabe 
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��� � THE CATHEDRAL SHOP 
 
Planning permission is being sought to move both the Boyd sculpture and the 
ancient grave stones from their current position in the north aisle and to relocate 
them elsewhere in the Cathedral. This will allow us to move the shop, on a trial 
basis, into the aisle. It is hoped that this will lessen the visual impact the shop has 
while not, we hope, affecting turnover. The financial contribution that the shop 
makes to the Cathedral is very significant; indeed it largely covers the cost of the 
entire music department.  
 
In partnership with selected suppliers we are in the process of developing new 
products which will be marketed under the Saint Patrick’s Cathedral label. These 
products will include a range of jams and marmalades, candles, shopping bags and 
mugs. If sales of these items are positive it is our intention to develop this new 
departure further. 
 
Your support of the shop is greatly valued. We hope that our new stock selection 
will appeal to you so please have a good look when you are in the Cathedral next! 
With the help of photographs supplied by Mr Albert Fenton we are greatly 
increasing the number of items which can be purchased on line. Just log onto our 
website and follow the links: www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
 
 
��� � HISTORY CORNER 
 
The recent renovations in the south west porch have made a huge difference to the 
entrance of the Cathedral. The brass hand rail has been carefully restored and is 
now in pristine condition thanks to the intricate and dedicated work that has been 
going on in the porch for the past few months. Many years ago, the company of J 
& C McLoughlin, Ironmongers, in Pearse Street, was commissioned to 
manufacture the hand-rail for the South-west porch of the Cathedral. This handrail 
was painted thirty years ago because, as rumour has it, it became very difficult to 
keep them clean and shiny. The decision was made to restore them to their former 
glory and they are now very much a part of the new look of the entrance to the 
Cathedral. 
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��� � FATHER MICHAEL HURLEY, SJ 
 
The Gentlemen of the Cathedral choir sang the Saint Patrick’s Setting by Mawby 
at the funeral of Father Michael Hurley in the Church of St Francis Xavier in 
Dublin.  The Dean and sub-Dean also took part.  
 
Father Hurley was regarded by many as the founder of ecumenism in Ireland.  He 
was the first Roman Catholic to preach in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and he will 
have a lasting memorial in the Irish School of Ecumenics, which he founded in 
1970. 
RM 
 
��� � CLOSE NEWS via E-MAIL 
 
In order to reduce the cost of publishing and distributing Close News, we are 
endeavouring to distribute the magazine by e-mail to as many readers as possible. 
We request that, should you wish to receive your copy in electronic format, you 
send an e-mail message to elizabeth.lowrie@stpatrickscathedral.ie and a copy of 
each month’s edition will be sent to you at your e-mail address. 
 
 
��� � AGE ACTION – CARE AND REPAIR PROGRAMME 
 
Are you 60+ years of age? Have you a small repair job which you would like to 
have done for you? The Care and Repair programme (run by Age Action Ireland) 
uses a pool of trustworthy volunteers and handypersons to carry out minor repairs 
for older people. All volunteers are vetted and carry official Care and Repair 
identification cards. The service is free; you only pay for the materials used. For 
your bigger jobs, we maintain a register of reliable and honest tradespersons. We 
are also accepting requests for small gardening jobs. You can arrange to have a job 
done for you by phoning the Age Action Care and Repair number 1890 369 369 or 
01 4756989.  
 
��� � FLOWER GUILD 
 
Once again we are grateful to Mrs Pat Kane and other members of the Flower 
Guild for transforming the interior of the Cathedral for Easter.  
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��� � BOOK LAUNCH 
 
The Dean hosted a book launch at the Deanery on Wednesday 13 April. The Revd 
Marcus Losack, a graduate in Theology from Christ’s College, Cambridge and the 
Irish School of Ecumenics, has written a book titled Rediscovering Saint Patrick. 
The book is the continuance of the investigation into Saint. Patrick’s family origins 
and the mystery of his true identity. The book is on sale at the Cathedral shop in 
both hardback and paperback at a cost of €30 and €20 respectively.  
 
 
��� � INSTALLATIONS  
 
At Evensong on Easter Day the newly-appointed minor Canon, the Revd Obinnia 
Ologwara was admitted to the college of minor canons. 
At Evensong on May 1st the newly-elected prebendary, the Revd Ian Poulton, and 
the newly-appointed prebendary, the Revd Glen West will be installed. 
 
 
��� � APPOINTMENT OF LAY VICAR 
 
Gerald Rogers has been appointed by the Dean, on the nomination of the Organist, 
to the vacant cantoris bass lay vicarship. Some four candidates were auditioned. 
The Precentor also took part in the auditions. 
RM 
 
��� � GOOD FRIDAY CONCERT 
 
 
The Cathedral was host to the Good Friday Concert, run by the Carmichael Centre. 
The Carmichael Centre holds this concert annually and it is a major fund raising 
event for the Centre which is the first, largest and busiest shared services centre for 
voluntary and community organisations in Ireland. The Cathedral was filled with 
approximately 800 people who listened to Johannes Brahms Requiem. The Master 
of Ceremonies was Senator David Norris, with Mr John Dexter, conducting the 
Goethe-Institut Choir, featuring  Virginia Kerr, Soprano and Philip O’Reilly, Bass. 
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                       Senator David Norris and H.E. Busso von Alvensleben 
                                         the ambassador of Germany. 
 
 
 
 
 
��� � SERMON PREACHED BY CANON BARTLETT ON GOOD FRIDAY 
 
I spoke this morning about how the early Christians began to think about the 
meaning of the crucifixion; how they began to see it as ‘for us’, and so began to 
develop the Christian doctrine of the atonement. I want to continue by exploring 
how Christians since then have understood the cross, and how we might 
understand it. I don’t want to draw the traditional pictures of various people 
standing round the cross on the first Good Friday; that has been done so often, and 
it doesn’t help us understand in real terms how Jesus’ death on the cross actually 
does anything for us. It seems to me important every now and then to try to think 
that through.  
 
One of the earliest pieces of Christian tradition, which St Paul in the mid 50s AD 
says he got from his predecessors, was that ‘Christ died for our sins’. When it 
came to ways of dealing with our sins, the Jewish law under the Mosaic covenant 
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demanded that Jews made sacrifices to God, their prophets emphasised the need of 
repentance, and Jeremiah spoke of a new covenant in which God would write his  
 
law on their hearts and remember their sin no more. Jesus put repentance above 
sacrifice (Mt 9.13), and taught his disciples to pray to God to forgive them their 
debts (or sins) as they forgave others theirs (Mt 6.12). He spoke of giving his life 
as a ransom for many, but didn’t speak explicitly speak of himself as a sacrifice for 
sin. But it was not long before his followers applied that language to him; St Paul 
speaks of God making Jesus an expiation for sins (Rom.3.25) and of ‘making 
peace by the blood of his cross’ (Col.1.20), and the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews speaks dramatically of Christ as the new High Priest, unlike the old high 
priests who have to offer repeated sacrifice, ‘appearing once for all at the end of 
the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself’ (Heb.9.26). And St John’s 
gospel (Jn 1.29) speaks of Jesus as the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the 
world.  So the early Christians began to explain Jesus’ death in terms taken straight 
from the Jewish scriptures, our Old Testament.    
 
That’s fine if you limit your intellectual, theological world to that of the Old 
Testament, but Christians never have limited their theology to Old Testament 
thought patterns. Christianity grew away from Palestine and the Jewish people, 
and grew up in the Greek world of the Mediterranean, and it focussed on the very 
Greek idea of salvation, salvation from ill health, from ignorance, from the power 
 
of world rulers, salvation from the heavenly powers of the stars, from the evil 
forces controlling the world. In our own time Liberation Theology has followed 
the same track; Christ can bring salvation – liberation - from the poverty and 
injustice of dictatorial governments. But for the early Christian theologians, 
humanity could not be saved from anything if there was no real linkage between 
humanity and God. What mattered to subsequent Christian theologians was how 
humanity related to divinity, humankind to God; for the early Christians, Jesus, 
being both human and divine, was the link between the two, enabling humanity to 
be saved; the cross was part of the mechanism, the temporal point where the two 
intersected. To us who are being saved, said St Paul with brilliant paradox, the 
cross is the power of God. 
 
So theologians, through the long history of the church, have tried to explain how 
God, in Christ, and especially through his death, effected reconciliation with the 
sinful world. Athanasius (AD 296-373) did it by suggesting that God’s 
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involvement with humanity, through the person of Jesus, had the effect of 
changing humanity; ‘God became man that man might become divine’ (an idea  
 
which needs only that Christ lived and died like any human, not necessarily that he 
died on the cross, to satisfy the argument). Anselm (1033-1109) used legal 
language; God is just and demands satisfaction for sin. Only God can make 
satisfaction; only humanity ought to make it; Jesus, therefore, man and God 
offered himself to satisfy God’s justice. Luther (1483-1546) and Calvin (1509-64) 
developed this to mean that God demanded human punishment, and accepted the 
punishment of Jesus on the cross in man’s place – but surely that over-emphasises 
the justice of God at the expense of his love and mercy? And the New Testament 
does not speak of God punishing Jesus; however the cross works, the early 
Christians did not see it as having penal intent. Abelard (1079-1142) took the 
view, represented in modern times by Hastings Rashdall (1858-1924), that ‘the 
death of Christ justifies us, in as much as through it charity is stirred up in our 
hearts’. The value of the cross for us lies purely in the moral example which it sets 
us of complete love and self-surrender, moving our imagination and will to 
repentance and holiness. It is the example of Jesus on the cross that changes us – 
as indeed St Peter’s first epistle says: Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps.  
 
Jesus’ death is not the only death that has changed people for the better. So what 
makes his death different? The answer must lie in the early disciples’ experience  
 
of his life and in particular of his resurrection. It was their experience of his 
resurrection which showed them that his death was charged with meaning. But it 
was their experience of the living Jesus, not the dead one, that was the foundation 
of Christianity. I sometimes think there is a danger that Christian theology might 
pay too much attention, in a sense, to the brute fact of the crucifixion; without the 
disciples’ experience of the resurrection (whatever that very ambiguous event 
really was), the death of Jesus means little more than the death of any other person, 
and there were many people crucified in the 1st century AD. Which raises the 
question, who was Jesus? The value you put on that death in AD 30 or thereabouts 
depends on your answer to that question. Events are ambiguous; what matters is 
their interpretation. How do you interpret the person Jesus of Nazareth? 
 
I began by quoting St Paul, who did so much to found Christian theology. Paul 
knew, none better, that neither Greeks nor Jews could see any sense in a gospel 
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founded on a crucified man – a man branded by the form of his death as a slave or 
a rebel or worse. And Paul makes the great and basic point, the very foundation of  
 
the Christian theology of the incarnation, that the action and power of God is to be 
seen above all in what is weakest in the world - not in wisdom, not in heritage, not 
in Greek philosophy or Jewish tradition or Roman power. ‘God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are’(1 Cor. 1.27-28). 
God works even through death, and a shameful death at that, to bring life to 
humanity. The cross effects salvation for us because it makes us reverse our 
worldly values totally, and that is exactly what Jesus did through his teaching – if 
you want to be perfect, sell your possessions...whoever wishes to be great among 
you must be your servant...blessed are the poor....blessed are the meek.  The life 
and teaching of Jesus were one with his death. So, as Paul says, 
 We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews, and folly to the 
Gentiles, but to  those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of  God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger  than men.     
 
JRB  

                   
                                         The Dean and Canon Bartlett 
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��� � SERMON PREACHED BY THE DEAN ON EASTER DAY. 
 
 There is a reading popular at funerals and memorial services ascribed to 
Henry Scott Holland, once a canon of St Paul’s, which proclaims that ‘death is 
nothing at all I have only slipped away into the next room’.  That is clearly 
nonsense and is moreover a misquotation of Scott Holland. 
 Christians sometimes think that death doesn’t really exist; that human beings 
just keep going in another realm and in another way.  But for all its popular appeal 
this isn’t a Christian position at all. 
 Death will come to all of us – it is a going into the dark, the end of all we 
know.  But what Easter proclaims is a God who has made me a unique person who 
is precious to him and who will not let me go – that I am called into a relationship 
with God which will extend beyond my death. 
 St Paul, who wrote before any of the gospel writers, says “all I know is 
Christ and the power of his risen life”.  The first Christians experience of 
Resurrection, the knowledge that Jesus Christ was in their midst and a life-giving 
spirit created the church – there would be no christianity, no St Patrick’s Cathedral 
without that.  God in Christ makes us re-think who we are and what our ultimate 
end is to be.  For as St Paul puts it “if anyone is united to Christ, there is a new 
creation”. This new creation is a life-changing as the original creation of the world.  
And this new kind of life is called “eternal”.  It begins here and now and is 
measured not by time, but by who we are, not by what we do. 
 And so it’s futile to speculate about life after death or the unimaginable life 
of heaven:  it’s also unnecessary.  For being a Christian isn’t about earning our 
place in heaven or avoiding that ultimate loneliness that is hell.  It’s about 
responding to the Christ-like God revealed by Jesus, and so discovering the God in 
whose likeness we are made and whose life is within us all.  And it’s about 
entering into a relationship of love and trust of such a quality that nothing has the 
power to destroy it.  That alone rings true, as we reflect on the meaning and 
mystery of our life and death, rings true to the promises of Jesus; rings true to 
everything we know about the nature of life and rings true to our own experience 
of living and being loved.  In Jesus, God does just that. 
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��� � CATHEDRAL SERVICES 
 

Sunday 
08.30   The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
11.15    Sung Eucharist / Choral Matins  
15.15   Choral Evensong 
 

Monday to Friday 
09.00   Sung Matins (during school term) 
11.05 The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saints’ Days and Festivals) 
17.30   Choral Evensong 
 

Saturday 
11.05   The Holy Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel) 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL CANONS-IN-RESIDENCE 
 

May  1 The Revd J.M. Catterall Prebendary of Mulhuddart 
May  8 The Revd E.R.G. West Prebendary of Donaghmore 
May 15 The Revd G.J.O. Dunstan Prebendary of Swords 
May 22 The Ven. M.S. Harte Prebendary of Howth 
May 29 The Revd E. McDonagh Prebendary of Clondalkin 
 
��� � CATHEDRAL CONTACTS 
 

Dean: The Very Revd Robert MacCarthy (475 5449 / 453 9472) 
Dean’s Vicar: The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (453 9472) 
Administrator: Mr Gavan Woods (453 9472) 
Cathedral Manager/Verger: Mr Louis Parminter (475 4817) 
Cathedral Assistant Manager: Mr Chris Nicholson (475 4817) 
Cathedral Office:  
Dean’s Secretary and Office Manager: Mrs Jennifer Hickey 
Tour Accounts: Mrs Joy Stewart 
Organist and Master of the Choristers: Mr Stuart Nicholson (453 9472) 
Assistant Organist and Director of the Girls’ Choir:  
Mr David Leigh (475 3298) 
Office numbers: Telephone: 453 9472; Facsimile: 454 6374  
E-mail:  info@stpatrickscathedral.ie   
website: http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ie 
Twitter : http://www.twitter.com/stpatsdub 


