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SERVICE TIMES

Sunday
09:15 	 Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel)
11:15 	 Choral Eucharist or Choral Matins
15:15 	 Choral Evensong

Monday–Friday
09:00 	 Sung Matins (during school term)
11:05 	 Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Festivals)
17:30 	 Choral Evensong or Evening Prayer

Saturday
11:05 	 Eucharist (said in the Lady Chapel)

God has been worshipped in this place through the prayers and praises of 
countless generations. Worship lies at the heart of our life as Christians and 
we express our theology and belief through our liturgy. It is through these 

liturgical patterns of words and actions that we are formed and transformed.

We invite you to join us for any of the services here this month. If you are unable to 
join us in person, you can tune in to the online live stream of all services:   spcd.ie/live



3

The Dean Writes...	 4
A Shot from the Canon	 6
Sunday Services & Preachers	 7
The Administrator Writes...	 8
Condolences	 9
Cathedral News	 10
New Guinness Book	 14
Culture Night	 15
Community News	 16
John Hemingway Tribute Evening	 18
Upcoming Events	 19
Cathedral Contacts	 22

THE CLOSE NEWS EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Cover image: Welcome Desk staff member Violeta welcomes visitors for Culture Night, held 
on 19th September. Photo by Kryzel Bonifacio. 

The Very Revd Dr William Morton (Dean)
The Revd Canon Charles Mullen (Dean’s Vicar) 
Mr Gavan Woods (Administrator) 
Mrs Elizabeth Lowrie (Retail Manager)
Mr Albert Fenton (Board Member & Chairman of The Friends)
Mr Ed Coleman (Marketing Manager)
Ms Kryzel Bonifacio (Education Officer)
Ms Melissa M Carton (Marketing Assistant)

The publication of Close News is made possible only as a result of the dedication of a 
number of people within the Cathedral Community. The Editorial Committee wishes 
to thank all those who have submitted content for publication. If you would like an 

item to be featured in the next edition of Close News, please contact Mrs Elizabeth Lowrie. 
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THE DEAN WRITES...
The Very Revd Dr William Morton

not only our daily bread but also our 
shared responsibility for one another, 
particularly those who live with 
scarcity rather than plenty.
	 October is also a month of 
special commemorations in the life of 
the Cathedral.  At Choral Evensong 
on the first three Sundays there is 
a special ‘designation’ or focus to 
the worship. On Sunday 5th, we 
commemorate the Huguenots, who, 
forced to flee their native France 
owing to the revocation by Louis XIV 
of the Edict of Nantes, came to Dublin 
and worshipped in the Lady Chapel, 
contributing their gifts and talents to 
the industry and life of this city. Then 
on Sunday 12th October, some of the 
Past Choristers of Saint Patrick’s  will 

Autumn is well and truly upon 
us, heralding October as a 
month of change. The light 

fades more quickly, the evenings draw 
in, and the colours of the leaves remind 
us both of the beauty of creation and 
of the passage of time. Even in the 
heart of the city—where leaves fall not 
into meadows but on to pavements, 
and where the hum of traffic replaces 
the rustle of hedgerows—the rhythm 
of the seasons still makes itself felt.
	 Traditionally, this is the time 
of harvest thanksgiving. Though few 
of us now gather crops or fill barns, 
we depend nonetheless upon the 
fruits of the earth and the labour of 
those who tend and harvest them. 
In giving thanks, we acknowledge 
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lend voice by joining the Choir in 
the stalls to give thanks for the rich 
choral tradition stretching back over 
several centuries. On Sunday 19th 
October,  we commemorate the life 
and ministry of the late Dr Jonathan 
Swift, Dean of Saint Patrick’s from 
1713-1745. As we plan ahead for 
worship in this way, we are reminded 
that we are part of a story much larger 
than our own, one that continues to 
be written here in Saint Patrick’s.
	 And then, as the month 
turns, November invites us into 

remembrance—of saints, of souls, 
of all who have gone before us. 
The falling leaves and shortening 
days prompt us to think of our own 
mortality, but also of the hope we 
share: that in Christ life is stronger 
than death, and love endures.
	 May this season of 
thanksgiving and remembrance be for 
us all a time of reflection, gratitude, 
and renewed faith.
	 Yours,
	 William
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A SHOT FROM 
THE CANON

The Revd Canon 
Charles Mullen

ANGELS BENDING NEAR THE EARTH

Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing!

From a hymn 
by Edmund Sears (1810–76)

Lord, give thy angels every day
Command to guide us on our way,
And bid them every evening keep
Their watch around us while we sleep;
So shall no evil thing draw near,
To do us harm or cause us fear;
And we shall dwell, when life is past,
With angels round thy throne at last.

From a hymn 
by John Mason Neale (1818–66)

I’m often asked if I believe in angels. I do, because life is a series of awkward 
struggles that arise from temptation. Should I eat that scrumptious cream cake? 
Is there a voice that could say to me, ‘Not at any price!’ In Christian doctrine this 

voice is called conscience. Like angels, it’s difficult to grasp. When it’s directing us, 
the angels can wage war against sin and the devil: we’re not alone in our struggles. 
But believing in angels isn’t enough: like them, we must believe in God. Our faith 
awakens our conscience to help us shame the devil.

CM
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SERVICES & MUSIC LIST
For an up-to-date and comprehensive list of forthcoming services, 
please visit the monthly Services & Music List on the website.

SUNDAY SERVICES & PREACHERS
Sunday 5th of October 2025

09:15 – Eucharist (said)
11:15 – Choral Eucharist
15:15 – Choral Evensong
Canon in Residence: 

The Revd J. D. M. Clarke,
Prebendary of Tipper

Sunday 12th of October 2025
09:15 – Eucharist (said)
11:15 – Choral Matins
15:15 – Choral Evensong
Canon in Residence: 

The Revd P. M. Willoughby,
Prebendary of Tymothan

Sunday 19th of October 2025
09:15 – Eucharist (said)
11:15 – Choral Eucharist
15:15 – Choral Evensong
Canon in Residence: 

The Revd S. E. Doogan,
Prebendary of Wicklow

Sunday 26th of October 2025
09:15 – Eucharist (said)
11:15 – Eucharist (said in the Nave)
15:15 – Evening Prayer
Canon in Residence: 

The Revd S. T. R. Gamble,
Prebendary of Maynooth

Daily Services
Please see Page 2 for our normal pattern 
of daily worship.

Forthcoming Feast Days
The feast of Saint Philip the Deacon is 
celebrated on Saturday 11th October.

The feast of Saint Luke is celebrated on 
Saturday 18th October. 

The feast of Saint James, the Brother of 
our Lord, is celebrated on Thursday 23rd 
October. 

The feast of Saint Simon and Saint Jude 
is celebrated on Tuesday 28th October. 

STREAM

If you can't make it in person to our 
services this month, remember: you 

can tune in for free online.
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The completion and hand over 
date for the Mews is scheduled 
for 4 December. Though I would 

not be so rash as to schedule an event 
in the building for the 5th, I am happy 
to report that the project is progressing 
well, and we are very hopeful we will 
have the Mews in use before Christmas.
	 The quality of the contractor’s 
work is first class, and we are confident 
the Mews will be a beautiful as well 
as functional space for the Cathedral 
community to use and enjoy.
	 We have appointed a new 
finance manager in the office who is 
due to start with us on 20 October; 
more details to follow shortly. This 
role is a key element of our plan to 
ensure that we maintain our strong 
record of transparency, prudence, and 
good governance in financial matters 
as we encounter the opportunities 
and challenges that the future will 
undoubtedly bring us.

	 Various employment 
opportunities currently exist here at 
Saint Patrick’s so if you think you 
would like to be part of our team, 
visit our website to find out more: 
stpatrickscathedral.ie/careers. 
	 Finally a word about the busy 
summer season now drawing to a close. 
Record visitor figures were attained this 
summer with a figure of 96,000 visitors 
recorded for August; the first time we 
have breached the 90,000 mark in the 
Cathedral’s history in a single month. 
Obviously this is positive news though 
it is important to highlight the tireless 
work of my colleagues, particularly 
at the welcome desk and marketing 
teams, reflected in these results. I hope 
the quieter period ahead will allow 
time for all to recover and regroup as 
we approach Christmas and the end of 
the year.

GHW

THE 
ADMINISTRATOR 
WRITES...

Mr Gavan Woods
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CONDOLENCES

Those who are bereaved always 
appreciate the fact that they are 
being remembered in the prayers 

of others, for which they are most 
grateful. We express sincere condolences 
to all who have lost loved ones. Please 
remember in your prayers Canon Craig 
McCauley, Prebendary of Tipperkevin, 
and his wife, Vida, and their family, 
on the death on 22nd September of 
Vida’s father, Mr David Gillespie, 
Boyle, County Roscommon, the second 
bereavement for the family in that 
Canon McCauley’s mother, Marguerite, 
died on 13th July. We remember also 
three of our bellringers in their time of 
bereavement: Ann-Marie Fitzmaurice, 
on the death of her mother, Philomena, 
Portobello; Clodagh Canavan, on the 
death of her mother, Sarah, Raheny; 
and Joan Murphy, on the death of her 
sister-in-law, Deirdre Bailey, in Belfast. 
Margaret, one of our Welcome Desk 
staff, has been bereaved by the death 
of her grandmother in South Carolina; 
our sincere condolences are extended to 
Margaret and her family. 
	 We record also the death of 
Peter Dunn, grandfather of Milo and 
Mia Mulkeen, Cathedral choristers. 
Peter,  who died peacefully on 16th 
September,  will be remembered fondly 
by his family, especially his daughter, 
Miriam, mother of Mia and Milo. 
	 Michael Kunkel has also been 
bereaved by the death of Callan, uncle 
of a friend. 

	 We give thanks in our prayers 
for the life and ministry of the Reverend 
Canon Dr Billy Marshall, a native 
of County Tyrone, former Rector 
of Rathmichael,  lecturer in Trinity 
College, Dublin, and for some years 
Vice-Principal of The Church of Ireland 
Theological College (as it was then 
known). 
	 The death has also occurred of 
Dr Martin Neary, former Organist of 
Westminster Abbey, who in retirement 
made several visits to Saint Columb’s 
Cathedral, Londonderry, during my time 
as Dean, to give organ recitals. He also 
was musical adviser in the production of 
a CD by the Choir in Saint Columb’s, 
All Things Bright And Beautiful.
	 We remember also in our prayers 
the family of the Reverend William 
(Billy) Watson, former Chaplain and 
Tutor of Saint Peter’s College, Oxford, 
who passed away at home in Oxford, 
in his 100th year. Born in Drogheda, 
Mr Watson was educated in Trinity 
College, Dublin, and served as a Curate 
in Chapelizod and Kilmainham before 
taking up his post in England. Mr 
Watson, who was the uncle of Rowena 
(Dean’s Secretary), will be remembered 
fondly by his wife, Jill, his sister, Frances 
Gooding, and their respective families.
	 All who mourn are assured of 
our thoughts and prayers. 

WWM
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We are delighted to share some wonderful news with our Cathedral 
community: the new chairs for the Lady Chapel have now arrived.
	 This has been made possible through the generosity of those who 

supported this year’s Dean’s Gift Day Appeal. We are deeply grateful for your kindness. 
Each donation has ensured that our Cathedral is ready to embrace the encouraging 
increase in the size of our congregations.

DEAN’S GIFT DAY 

 WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS

Photos courtesy of Rowena Janota. 

Congratulations to one of our 
vergers, Aaron Hoey, and 
his wife Jessica, who were 

married in Saint Canice’s Cathedral 
in Kilkenny on Saturday 6th 
September. The Dean of Ossory, the 
Very Revd Stephen Farrell, kindly 
invited Dean Morton to give an 
address. 

Photo courtesy of Aaron Hoey. 
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WREATH LAYING

At Choral Evensong on Sunday 21 September members of the Royal Air 
Force’s Association, Republic of Ireland, attended the annual commemoration 
of the Battle of Britain (1940). The Lessons were read by Colonel Sean Grant, 

Defence Attaché of the United Kingdom, and Mr John Connolly, Chairman of RAFA; 
the preacher was the Most Reverend the Prebendary of Cualaun. Wreaths were laid 
at the RAF memorial in the north transept. It was a privilege once again to welcome 
Brigadier General Rory O’Connor, General Officer Commanding, The Air Corps, 
witnessing to the relationship shared by The Air Corps and the RAF.	            CM

 BATTLE OF BRITAIN COMMEMORATION

WREATH LAYING

The Czech Ambassador to 
Ireland, Dr Pavel Vosalik, and 
three Senators from the Upper 

House of the Czech Parliament were 
welcomed on a courtesy visit to Saint 
Patrick’s by the Dean, and by Mr Louis 
Parminter, Dean’s Verger and Cathedral 
Manager, who kindly gave the visitors 
a guided tour. The Ambassador is 
pictured first from right. 

Photo by Louis Parminter.

The Dean’s Vicar, Brig. Gen. Rory O’Connor, the Dean, the Prebendary of Cualaun, Col. 
Sean Grant, Mr John Connolly. Photo courtesy of Derek Tobin.

WREATH LAYING  CZECH AMBASSADOR VISIT
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NEW VERGER

CONFIRMATION

On Sunday 21 September 
at Choral Eucharist, 
Archbishop Michael Jackson, 

Prebendary of Cualaun, confirmed 
seven candidates. Having confirmed 
their baptismal promises, we wish the 
candidates well as they begin a new 
stage in their journey of faith. The 
candidates were presented by Canon 
David Oxley. 	  		  CM

David Schwitzer (2nd from left) and 
Edward Harte (4th from left) pictured,  
with their respective mothers, following 
their Confirmation in Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral. David and Edward, former 
choristers of Saint Patrick’s, are pupils 
of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral Grammar 
School. Photo courtesy of Nora Schwitzer.

Thomas McTague has recently been 
appointed as one of the Vergers of 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. Before 

taking up this post, he was a valued member 
of the Events Staff and, some months ago, 
also served as an assistant verger. Thomas 
also recently served as a member of the staff 
at the Welcome Desk. His experience in 
those roles has prepared him well for his new 
responsibilities. Already, Thomas is showing 
great promise, especially in his attention to 
detail, his expertise with technology, and his 
dedication to the Cathedral.	        WWM

Photo courtesy of Kryzel Bonifacio.
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Four friends from England, 
members of the Church - Sam, 
AJ,  Alan, Kevin - attended the 

early Eucharist on Sunday 7th September 
after which, as they explained, they were 
embarking on an ambitious plan – to walk 
from Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, 
to Saint David’s Cathedral in Wales, 
retracing the footsteps of Saint Aidan. 
Geared up, and enthused, they promised 
to keep in touch – and they did! Sam has 
written: “We experienced God’s presence 
in conversations, hospitality, prayer, 
and creation. Challenges, surprises, and 
friendships deepened the journey. Linking 
both cathedrals, we felt welcomed, 
refreshed, and inspired to strengthen Irish-
Welsh pilgrimage bonds.”
	 In describing their undertaking, 
the four said they wished it to be of benefit 
both spiritually and  physically. After the 
event, Kevin also referred to the challenge 

Photos courtesy of Colette Garry. 

of the walk, the natural beauty of their 
route, and their unforgettable encounters 
of generosity and faith. “Amid rain and 
hard walking, God’s call became clear: to 
leave architectural practice and discern 
ordained ministry. The journey offered 
reflection, hope, and conviction to share 
Christ’s light in today’s searching world,” 
he stated.
	 Incidentally, Saint David’s is 
known as the smallest city in the UK 
– both by size and population (just over 
1,600 residents). In medieval times it was 
a major pilgrimage site: two pilgrimages 
to Saint David’s were considered equal to 
one to Rome, and three were equal to one 
to Jerusalem.
	 As I understand it from our four 
friends, Saint David’s Cathedral has on its 
staff a pilgrimage officer who assists and 
supports individuals and groups who visit 
the historic site. 			  WWM

FOUR FRIENDS, TWO CATHEDRALS, 
ONE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY
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The Dean was delighted to 
be invited to the launch of 
Guinness: A Family Succession, 

the hot off the press book by the 
4th Earl of Iveagh, Arthur Edward 
Guinness, ‘the true story of the struggle 
to create the world’s largest brewery.’ 
The launch took place in the former 
Guinness family home at 80 Saint 
Stephen’s Green which now houses The 
Department of Foreign Affairs. 
	 The large number in 
attendance, representing various 
strands of civic life, heard Lord Iveagh 
describe how the book came about: 
‘As head of the Guinness family, I’ve 
always been fascinated by the lives of 
my ancestors, these personalities who 

HERITAGE ON TAP: NEW BOOK 
UNVEILS THE GUINNESS STORY

Pictured above are the new book and the Dean with the Earl of Iveagh. Photo by Cecilia 
Guinness.

in four generations took Guinness 
from nothing to the largest brewery in 
the world. I feel it’s time to tell the true 
story.’
	 Published by Scala Arts & 
Heritage Publishers, Ltd., Great 
Ormonde Street, London, this book 
is described on the back cover as 
‘a tale of brewing genius, sibling 
rivalry, bounteous philanthropy and 
astonishing social mobility which 
are interwoven with historic national 
events, including the Act of Union, 
Catholic Emancipation, the Famine, 
the Home Rule Movement, the 
Dublin Lockout and ultimately Irish 
Independence – the inside story, as told 
by Ned Guinness.’
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CULTURE NIGHT 2025

Culture Night, which was held on 
Friday 19th September, was a 
great success. 

	 To begin the evening, 
approximately 450 visitors attended 
Evensong, which was followed by 
a performance by the choristers. 
Afterwards, the Cathedral opened for 
free guided tours and self-guided visits, 
which saw an additional 780 visitors 
throughout the night. The bellringers 
also organised a ringing demonstration, 
which passers-by could listen to from the 
park. 
	 Many thanks to the Welcome 
Desk and Events staff who helped the 
evening run smoothly. I would like to say 
a special thank you to our excellent team 
of volunteer tour guides and welcomers, 
pictured to the right, who were hard 
at work providing audio guides and 

back-to-back guided tours to the many 
hundreds of visitors we welcomed in. 
Every year we are very lucky to have 
an enthusiastic group volunteering for 
Culture Night, and we wouldn't be able 
to have such a successful event without 
their contributions. 		          KB

Photos courtesy of Kryzel Bonifacio.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

This summer Holy Trinity 
Rathmines was the recipient 
of the kindness and generosity 

of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in the 
shape of Kelley Bermingham and the 
‘Holy Hot Wheels’! Ruth Gyves and 
her team run a two weekly afternoon 
tea in Holy Trinity called Come 
Together Tuesdays, mainly made up of 
retired folk from our own church and 
beyond. This year, Ruth had the bright 
idea of the group going on an outing 
and found Kelley and the Cathedral 
bus was available to us. We enjoyed 
three trips out with Kelley – two to 
St Brigid’s Cathedral and one to Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral.
	 There was great joy and 
laughter on Sunday 30th June when 
the first group headed off after our 
morning service. We had a delicious 
lunch in the Silken Thomas in 
Kildare, followed by a wonderful tour 
of St Bridgid’s Cathedral and then on 
to the Japanese Gardens. Apart from 
a shower of rain early on, we were 
blessed with blue skies and sunshine 
for the rest of the afternoon. 
	 Three days later, the next 
group of merry pilgrims boarded 

the bus and headed to Kildare for 
a repeat of lunch and a visit to the 
cathedral, but plans were altered 
when there was a deluge of rain as 
we were about to board the bus again. 
Instead, we thoroughly enjoyed a visit 
to Newbridge Silverware where some 
enjoyed the Museum of Style Icons, 
some filled bags with shopping, and 
others simply enjoyed the surrounds 
of the coffee shop.
	 Finally, on the last Friday in 
August, Kelley and the bus transported 
us to Saint Patrick’s Cathedral where 
she led us on an excellent tour which 
included our group singing The Lord ’s 
my Shepherd in the choir stalls! If ever 
a reserved choir is needed, look no 
further! After our tour, we enjoyed 
delicious scones and coffee in the 
Hyatt Centric across the road.
	 We were so blessed by Kelley 
and her great kindness and good 
humour. I think we’ll be talking about 
our summer trips for a long time to 
come.

Ruth Gyves
Holy Trinity Church Rathmines

SUPPORT US
If you would like to support the Cathedral’s mission and 
work, please consider donating securely online. You can 
scan the QR code or visit: spcd.ie/support
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PYLA PROJECT UPDATE

We are delighted that the 
Gateway Project is continuing 
in its expansion with a 

formalisation of its status just confirmed.  
Springboard Northern Ireland have 
collaborated with The Gateway Project 
and a delegation is out in Pyla to mark 
International Day of Peace.  ‘The young 
people from Shankill and Clonard will 
continue their research on the impact of 
peace walls as societal and psychological 
barriers, contextualising their own 
circumstances in Belfast.  International 
Study is an amazing opportunity for 
young people to learn, connect, and 
develop global viewpoints on conflict and 
reconciliation.
	 Springboard has had the privilege 
of taking young people abroad for many 
years to explore grassroots peacebuilding; 

Pictured with Det. Chief Supt Brian Woods, founder of The Gateway Project are youth 
delegates from Pyla and Northern Ireland alongside Minister Byrne, Ambassador 
Hamilton and President of Pyla Community Council Simon Mytides in Pyla. Photo 
courtesy of Kelley Bermingham. 

it has been a fantastic tool in forming a 
greater picture of the world outside of 
Belfast! As part of its The Wall2Wall 
Programme, the members of the group 
said that they have spent their first day 
being welcomed into the last divided 
capital in Europe!  They crossed peace 
barriers that split one community from 
another, something that resonates all too 
well with young people from Northern 
Ireland.
	 The group had a lot to think 
about, looking at similarities and 
differences from Nicosia’s Green Line 
to our own peace wall in Belfast. As the 
group heard from the UN and local peace 
activists the question was posed;
	 What is the real cause of division 
– the walls we physically see, or the walls 
in our minds?’	          Kelley Bermingham
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JOHN HEMINGWAY TRIBUTE EVENING

On Thursday 9th October 
at 7.30pm Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral will host a special 

Tribute Evening in honour of John 
“Paddy” Hemingway (1919–2025), 
the last surviving pilot of the Battle of 
Britain — and a former chorister of this 
Cathedral.
	 Born in Rathmines,  
Hemingway attended both the 
Cathedral Choir School and Saint 
Andrew’s College (which, in John’s day, 
would have been situated at 21 Saint 
Stephen’s Green) before joining the 
Royal Air Force in 1938. In 1940 he 
flew Hurricanes in the Battle of Britain, 
surviving being shot down four times 
and later receiving the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. His passing on Saint 
Patrick’s Day this year, aged 105, 
marked the end of a remarkable 
generation known as “the Few.”

	 The Tribute Evening will bring 
together the Cathedral Choristers and 
musicians from Saint Andrew’s College, 
Blackrock to honour Group Captain 
Hemingway in music and word. The 
programme will include hymns he would 
have known as a boy chorister, wartime 
songs, and reflections from family and 
friends on John’s courage, character, and 
enduring legacy.
	 All are warmly invited to join us 
for this celebration of courage, humility, 
and faith. Before he ever soared into the 
skies, John Hemingway first lifted his 
voice in song here at Saint Patrick’s — a 
legacy we now remember with gratitude.   
	 Please note that while admission 
to the Tribute Evening is free of charge, 
it is essential to book tickets through the 
Events section of the website of Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral: stpatrickscathedral.ie 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Open House Tower & Roof visit
17th & 18th of October at 1.30pm | Admission Free

Explore hidden heights and breathtaking views with a rare 
Tower Tour and Roof Visit at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral. On 
this special experience, expert guides will lead you through 
areas of the Cathedral not normally open to the public, sharing 
stories of its 800-year history and unique architecture. Climb 
the tower, walk the historic roof spaces, and enjoy a stunning 
perspective of Dublin from above.

See openhousedublin.com for more information.

Jonathan Swift Festival
20th - 27th of November | Tickets: Various prices
	 Join us for this year’s Jonathan Swift Festival to celebrate the life and works 
of Jonathan Swift, the renowned satirist and author of Gulliver's Travels. The festival 
includes a range of events including lectures, performances, and guided walks that 
explore his influence on literature and satire.
	 This year’s events will include the return of Savage Indignation, Sculpture Tour 
with Aidan Harte, and A Georgian Christmas Gala Dinner which will give guests the 
opportunity to experience Christmas as it would have been in the time of Swift, plus 
much more!

Visit jonathanswiftfestival.ie for full list of events
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UPCOMING EVENTS

After Dark
Friday 31st October at 7.30pm | Tickets: Premium €15/10 Nave €10/5

Join us this Halloween for our annual AFTER DARK concert in aid of BUMBLEance, 
Ireland’s Children’s Ambulance Service.

This year we’ve a fantastic line up of spooky music for you including Bach’s Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor and Saint Säens’ Danse Macabre along with some equally chilling 
music from everyone’s favourite scary movies.

Don’t come alone!

Visit our website stpatrickscathedral.ie/events for more information.

Phantom of the Opera (centenary screening)
Sunday 5 October at 7.30pm | Admission Free

The Phantom of the Opera is still captivating audiences a 
century later! Experience this 1925 fantasy film classic like 
never before, with musical accompaniment by Cathedral 
organist David Leigh. Haunting the depths of a Parisian 
opera house, the disfigured phantom—both a musical 
genius and a tragic outcast—is consumed by his obsession 
with music and a particular singer. This thrilling film 
concert blends drama and suspense with masterful organ 
improvisation for an unforgettable cinematic experience.



21

For a limited time only we invite you to embark on a hauntingly 
beautiful journey through the heart of Dublin’s rich history 
with our Guided Night Tours of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.  

	 As twilight falls, the ancient bells toll, resonating through the city’s soul. 
Step inside the majestic Cathedral, where shadows dance in the dim candlelight, 
and history whispers through every stone.

November 4th
November 11th
*November 25th

*Jonathan Swift Themed

Visit our website stpatrickscathedral.ie/events for tickets.

NIGHT TOURS AT THE CATHEDRAL



Mr Louis Parminter
Dean’s Verger &

Cathedral Manager
manager@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Mr Ed Coleman
Marketing Manager

marketing@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Ms Kelley Bermingham
Community & 

Safeguarding Officer
kelley@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Mr Stuart Nicholson
Master of the Music

music@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Mrs Rowena Janota
Dean’s Secretary &

Office Manager
officemanager@stpatrickscathedral.ie
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CATHEDRAL 
CONTACTS

The Very Revd Dr 
William Morton

Dean
dean@stpatrickscathedral.ie

The Revd Canon 
Charles Mullen
Dean’s Vicar

deans.vicar@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Mr Gavan Woods
Administrator

administrator@stpatrickscathedral.ie



The Cathedral’s Safeguarding Policy can be viewed on our website. 

If you have a general enquiry or any concern relating to safeguarding at Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral, please contact the Safeguarding Officer:

Ms Kelley Bermingham			            safeguarding@stpatrickscathedral.ie
Community & Safeguarding Officer	         +353 (0) 86 103 0931

If you recognise a safeguarding emergency in which a child or vulnerable adult is in 
danger, Tusla Child and Family Agency can be contacted on +353 (0) 1 856 6856.

When making or amending your will, please consider including a legacy 
bequest to the Cathedral. If you are interested in supporting us in this way, 
let your solicitor or will-writer know that you wish to make provision for 

the Cathedral in your will. 

For more information, please contact the Cathedral Administrator, Mr Gavan Woods, 
at adminstrator@stpatrickscathedral.ie

SAFEGUARDING

WILL US WELL
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Cathedral Assistant 
Manager & Safety Officer
Mr Kenneth Hartnett 
safety@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Vergers
Mr John Kinirons
Mr Derek Tobin
Ms Colette Garry
Mr John Reardon
Mr Aaron Hoey
Mr Thomas McTague
vergers@stpatrickscathedral.ie

H.R. Manager 
Ms Barbara Whelan
humanresources@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Welcome Desk Supervisors
Ms Freda Doyle
Mrs Laura Lowe
supervisors@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Organist & Assistant 
Master of the Music
Mr David Leigh

Education Officer
Ms Kryzel Bonifacio
education@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Schools Assistant
Ms Paula Garcia Ibanez
edassist@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Retail Manager
Mrs Elizabeth Lowrie
retail@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Events Officer
Ms Eppie Claffey
events@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Administrative Assistant 
Mr James Phelps
info@stpatrickscathedral.ie

Marketing Assistant 
Ms Melissa M Carton
melissa@stpatrickscathedral.ie



The ministry of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral is made possible entirely through 
the support of individuals like you. The donations which we receive from 
people all over the world support our worship and music tradition, education 

programmes, and community outreach work, as well as contributing towards the vast 
cost of maintaining this historic building.

You do not have to wait until the next edition of Close News to see the latest 
updates from the Cathedral! Why not follow us on social media or visit our 
website for up-to-date news and information? From our website, you can also 

sign up to our digital newsletter in order to receive news straight to your email.

SUPPORT US

If you would like to support the Cathedral’s mission 
and work, please consider donating securely online. 
You can scan the QR code or visit: spcd.ie/support

STAY IN TOUCH

The Deanery Office
Kevin Street Upper
Dublin D08 AW65
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